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Tibetan herdsmen use electric machines to 
shear their sheep. 


Flocks of sheep raised in Haibei Tibetan 
Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province. 


SPOTLIGHT | 


The Tibetan grass- 
lands are kept well 
watered with this 
sprinkler. 


The Longyangxia hydropower station in 
Hainan Autonomous Prefecture of Qinghai 
Province is now under construction. 


Tibetan herdsmen enjoy the old and new in 
their horse and motorcycle races. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK 


Vice-Premier on Rural Commodity Production 
Vice-Premier Wan Li describes the problems and tasks 
facing the Chinese countryside as it develops from a 


supporting and semi-self-suificient agricultural economy into a 
modern economy with large-scale commodity production (p. 16). 


Specialized Households Enliven Rural Economy 
The pez 


ant specialized households now growing in China's 
rural areas have become important suppliers of rural commodi- 
ties and the representatives of the new productive forces in 
rural areas. Socialist in nature, their development reflects 
the inevitable transformation of China's rural economy 
from a subsistence model to a commodity economy, and its 
agricultural production from traditional methods to modern 
farming (p. 4) 


Tibetan Prefectures in Qinghai Forge Ahead 


Known in the past as the “land of barbarity and desola- 
tion,” the Hainan, Huangnan and Haibei Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefectures in Qinghai, established in December 1953, have 
since undergone tremendous changes and entered a socialist 
cra of progress, development and prosperity (p. 22) 


Message Clarifies US Foreign Policy 


In his State of the Union message, US President Ronald 
Reagan talked at length about his achievements since coming 
to power, the peaceful relations he wants to establish with the 
Soviet Union as well as US ties with its allies and the third 
world. Behind this optimism, however, there are numerous 
problems confronting his administration. In fact. the inter- 
national situation remains tense and complex and US basic 
foreign policy has not changed (p. 27). 


Mubarak Improves Ties With Neighbours 


Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’s recent visit to six 
African countries has improved his country’s standing in the 
Islamic and Arab world and provided him with an opportunity 
to express his views on the Middle East problems and Afric 
issues (p. 12) 


Published every Monday by Di 
BEVJING REVIEW 


The People’s Republic of China 


ributed by China International Book Subscription prices (11 year): 
Trading Corporation (GUOJI SHUDIAN), Australia 
24 Baiwanzhvang Road, Beijing P.O. Box 399, Beijing, Chino 


A.S12.00 
New Zealand... NZ.$14.00 
Canada ..... Can. $15.00 


NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 


New Productive Forces in Rural Areas 


by JIN QI 
Economic Editor 

With the rapid development of 
the rural economy in the last five 
years, a contingent of new com- 
modity producers, known as spe- 
cialized households, have emerg- 
ed and breathed new life into Chi- 
na’s vast countryside. 


Each specialized peasant hous 
hold is engaged in a specific oc- 
cupation such as grain or cash 
crop cultivation, livestock — or 
poultry breeding, fishery, forestry, 
farm produce processing, trans- 
portation, commerce and other 
service trades, By the end of 1983, 
the number of specialized house- 
holds rose to 24.82 million, ac- 
counting for more than !3 per cent 
of all China's peasant households 


In general, peasants engaging in 
specialized lines of production are 
comparatively better educated and 
more skilful in production. Work- 
ing hard within the framework 
of the socialist co-operative econo- 
my, they always take the lead in 
using new techniques and are good 
at intensive farming, which is why 
their productivity is much higher 
than that of ordinary peasant 
households. As a result, they are 
able to sell 70-90 per cent of their 
output as surplus, and have become 
important suppliers of rural com- 
modities. They have also set an ex- 
ample for other peasants who want 
to become better off through their 
own hard work. These specialized 
houscholds are representatives of 
the new productive forces in the 
rural areas and are pace-setters for 
agricultural modernization. 

The emergence and develop- 
ment of this contingent of rural 
commadity producers has a strong 
socio-economic and _ historical 
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background. {1 reflects the inevi- 
table transformation of China's 
rural economy from a self-support- 
ing and semi-self-sufficient’ model 
to a large-scale commodity econo- 
my, and its agricultural produc- 
tion from traditional methods to 
modern farming. 


China began socialist construc- 
tion when its economy and tech- 
nology were extremely backward 
and its commodity exchange was 
quite underdeveloped. Although 
the peasants had long been eman- 
cipated from the old exploiting 
system and agricultural production 
developed, raising the peasants 
standard of living in the more 
than 20 years since the agricul- 
tural co-operative movement was 
completed in 1956, the backward 
subsistence style of production had 


still not been — fundamentally 
changed. Furthermore, because of 
the influence of the “Left” trend 


of thought, the co-operative econo- 
my was handicapped by over-con 
centrated, single-crop farming and 
absolute egalitarian distribution 
methods. This forced the peasants. 
who make up more than 80 per 
cent of China’s population, to tic 
up their labour power on a limit- 
ed area of cultivated land just to 
feed the nation. This situation re- 
mained unchanged for a long time. 


This lackadaisical situation be- 
gan to change at the end of 1978 
when a series of flexible rural 
policies were introduced. The 
household contract system within 
the framework of the co-operutive 
economy is of particularly great 
significance. It makes the peasants 
not only producers but also rela- 
tively independent managers and 
thereby effectively 
mobilizing the initiative of the 
millions of peasants. In 1983, the 


beneficiaries, 


proportion of commodity produc- 
tion in the rural economy rose 
from 40 per cent in 1978 to 
more than 30 per cent, and about 
100 million peasants have switched 
from farming to tapping and 
developing other natural resources. 
In this way, many new avenues for 
production have been opened. 


The socialist system cannot be 
consolidated on the basis of a sub- 
and it cannot 
do without the development of 
commodity production. This is be- 
cause only socialized mass com- 
modity production can stimulate 
and enliven the existing productive 
forces, provide all the products 
needed by China's huge population 
and gradually enrich and consoli- 
date the material basis of the so- 
cialist system. Commodity produc- 
tion has existed since people began 
the social division of labour and 
exchange activities. It 
certain kind of social economy to 
which it is attached and by which 
it is circumscribed. Hence, it can 
serve either capitalism or social- 
ism. The specialized households 
developing in China's rural areas 
are socialist in nature. 


sistence 


economy 


serves a 


These households are managed 
in two First, many 
houscholds sign contracts with the 
for a of 
farmland. forest. fish 
pond. pastureland or a processing 
workshop, with the basic means 
of production remaining under the 
public ownership. In this case, the 
specialized houscholds are asked 
to hand over part of their products 
and income to the collective, while 
the collective economic organiza- 
tion plays a role in controlling. 
directly or indirectly, their eco- 
nomic activiti 


ways. 


collective certain area 


orchard, 
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Second, some —_ households 
manage businesses such as chicken 
and pig raising, weaving, re- 


pairing, transportation and trad- 
ing on their own. Without the 


collective providing the _ basi 
means of production, they es- 
tablish economic ties with the 


state and collective economic orga- 
nizations through production plans 
and supply-and-marketing — con- 
This form of management 
has already become a component 
of or a supplement to the socialist 
economy. bi 


tracts. 


The state can also influence the 
management and activities of spe 
ciulized households through poli- 
. decrees and laws, credit and 
loans, taxation and market man- 
agement, in order to ensure a 
socialist orientation 


ci 


The rural commodity produc- 
tion initiated by specialized house- 
holds has posed many new ques- 
tions. It calls for paying more at- 
tention to the role of market 
regulation under the premise of 
giving first place to the planned 
‘onomy. It urges us to reform 
the existing management system, 
particularly commerce. so as to 
expedite commodity production 
and distribution, and to introduce 
new forms of work units suitable 
to specialized production in labour 
division and co-operation. It also 
calls on us to actively develop those 
trades which serve commodity pro- 
duction and requires our leaders 
to learn more about the eco- 
nomics of commodities and change 
their old ways of depending heavi- 
ly on administrative measures. 
It is vital that our current rural 
work address and resolve 
questions. 


these 


February 27, 1984 


More In-Depth Coverage 


The “Letters” column is very in- 
teresting because it enables your read- 


ers to offer criticisms, make com- 
ments and discuss various general 
topics. If some readers’ opinions are 


wrong, others may correct them by 
fore you give any reply. However, | 
think this column should be present- 
ed in more varied forms und include 
even more letters. 


I think the most significant column 
is "Notes From the Editors,” which is 
not only descriptive but also. in- 
structive. | regard articles in this 
column as editorials, the core of your 
weekly. 


| think the articles in “Events and 
Trends” are too short. They can only 
function as news reports. | suggest 
that their contents be enriched; at 
the least. major and substantial con 
clusions should be included. 


The “International” column is di 
signed to explain China’s stand on in- 
ternational affairs, which is fairl 
realistic and serious. In addition, 
also supplies the materials upon 
which you draw your conclusions. 
The current international situation is 
full of crises and militerist hegemonic 
activities. Under such circumstances. 
your column should not be confined 
to mere exposure. 


The articles are also. interesting. 
Besides variety, some articles give 


food for thought. For example, 
“Sino-Soviet Relations in the Early 
1930s" (No. 47 in 1983) included 


some criticisms of Stalin, who nurs- 
ed the personality cult not only in the 
Soviet Union but throughout the 
world. The paragraph on page 20 
(English edition) reads, “At the din- 
ner partics, Stalin used to drink the 
bottle of wine specially prepared for 
him. He would not drink the wine 
poured for him by other people. nor 
would he pour his wine for others. ..” 
| remembered that Chairman Mao 
once said Stalin was a friend of the 
Chinese people. He mentioned thai 
Stalin’s errors accounted for merely 30 
per cent of his deeds. and the remain- 
ing 70 per cent were correct. We 
should therefore evaluate him mainly 
on this merit. The article also gives 
me other background information. 


Since many inside stories of the 
time were not revealed, some people 
felt perplexed after reading the article. 
I hope you will publish more articles 


“LETTERS 


on the subject to help us understand 
the actual situation at that time. 

I also hope you will carry some 
articles related to Chairman Mao's 
theory on the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat, 

A reader in Latin America 


Colour Cover 


Seeing the colour cover on the Jan. 
2, 1984 magazine, | thought it was just 
for the first issue. But when the sec- 
ond and third issues came with 
colour covers, | began to realize that 
a great improvement has been made 


The contents are the same as in 
the past: fast and timely reports and 
objective commentaries on interna- 
tional events. Moreover. your Japa- 
nese is even more precise than our 
own. The typeface is also suitable 
You have your readers in mind. This 
is really praiseworthy. 


! continuously take in fresh air 
from Beijing Review and Radio Bei- 
jing. so that 1 can contribute my 
share to Sino-lapanese friendship in 
my remaining years 


Ichiro Tadano 
Lisunomiya, Japan 


“From the Chinese Press’ 


The column From she Chinese 
Press has made me see the danger of 
“peaceful evointion.” 1 feel China 
has maintained its own character 
while working for modernization 
Ait-Haijou Abdenbi 
Marrakech, Morocco 


1 hope you will pive more space 
to From the Chinese Press. which can 
enrich our vocabulary and provide 
new information 


so like How Will 


In addition, | 
China Solve lis Energy rablem? 
(issue No. 1983) and Changes 
and Developing Trends in the ln 
ternational Situation (issue 
1983). China’s ch into the 
energy problems is directly concern- 
ed with its industrialization, and 
your condemmation of the two sup 
perpowers constitute a 
world peave 


No. 


rese 


service 10 


Akouba Penoit Serge 

Poto-Poww, Congo 

I hope you'll expand the column 

From the Chinese Press. Serial arti. 

cles on certain subjects ure also useful 
and more should be published 

M. Michelin Georges 

Paris. France 
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EVENTS AND TRENDS 


China’s Public Order Further Improved 


China's crimes rate is still one of 
the lowest in the world, Liu Fuzhi, 
Minister of Public Security. told 
Ban Yue Tan (Fortnightly Forum) 
early in January. 


Since the Standing Committee of 
the National People’s Congress de- 
cided last September to firmly and 
quickly crack down on criminals 
who seriously disrupt the social 
order, Liu said, judicial and public 
security departments at various 
levels have solved many criminal 
‘s and meted out quick punish- 
ment to some serious offenders. 
bringing about a remarkable im- 
provement in social order. 


c 


According to reliable sources, in 
1983 only six in every 10,000 Chi- 
nese committed crimes. The num- 
ber of i s has dropped 
dramatically since September 1983. 


Public order and social conduct 
have taken a turn for the better. 
This is most pronounced in rail- 
way stations, docks, recreation 
centres, downtown streets and 
rural fairs. The passenger harbours 
of Dalian in Liaoning Province, 
and in Qingdao and Yantai in 
Shandong Province were complete- 
ly crime free last August and Sep- 
tembet Criminal offences in 
Shanghai's passenger harbour have 
been dropping steadily since Sep- 


tember, 


Because serious criminals have 
been severely punished, many mi- 
nor young offenders have come to 
realize their errors. They are deter- 
mined to reform, either by confess- 
ing to the public security bureaus 
or returning stolen goods. 


The crackdown on crime in the 
past few months has won support 
from the masses. Someone told a 
policeman, “Criminals are the 
scourge of society. Social security 


6 


cannot be guaranteed if they are 
not punished.” Liu Zhemin, who 
returned from Taiwan to settle on 
the mainland and now serves as 
a member of the Hebei provincial 
committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, 
said, “The government's decision 
to fight criminal offences is really 
great, and | support it with all my 
heart. 


Liu Fuzhi said that with, the im- 
provement of the social order, the 
people feel more secure in their 
everyday life. The public security 
departments have taken the initia- 
tive in this work. If their efforts 
can be maintained, the crime rate 
this year might be the lowest in 
history. 


However, he said some confu- 
sion in understanding the struggle 
must be cleared up. For instance, 
some people thought the increase 
in criminal offences in recent years 
has been caused by the mistakes 
some departments made in their 
work. This has obscured the line 
between mistakes in work and 
criminal offences. It must be un- 
derstood that some people com- 
mitted crimes mostly because of 
their inflated egos. They should 
never be absolved from blame un- 
der the pretext of mistakes in 
work. 


Some other people are worried 
that our resolute crackdown on 
crime might actually violate Chi- 
nese laws. This is also incorrect 
Our law protects the people and 
attacks their enem Our present 
struggle against criminal offences 
is conducted in line with the 
provisions of the Constitution 
and the criminal law. Punishing 
criminals is just one way to im- 
plement the Constitution and the 
criminal law. 


Liu Fuzhi concluded that we 
must understand the complex and 
arduous nature of the struggle to 
crack down on crime, and firmly 
carry it through to the end. Only 
in this way can we fundamentally 
improve our social order at an 
early date. 


Famous General Su 
Yu Remembered 


Senior General Su Yu, a cele- 
brated PLA strategist, died of ill- 
hess in Beijing on February 5. In 
a joint obituary Feb- 
10, the Party Central Com 
mittee, the Central Advisory Com- 
mission and the Military Commis- 
sion under the Party Central Com- 
mittee called the general an “out- 
standing Party and army leader. a 
proletarian revolutionary and an 
eminent strategist.” 


issued on 
ruary 


According to the general's wish, 
no meeting for last respects to his 
remains or memorial service was 
held for him, and his ash 
scattered in Jiangxi. Fujian, Zhe- 
jiang, Anhui, Jiangsu, Shanghai, 
Shandong and Henan, where he 
had directed many battles during 
the war year: 


s were 
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Born in 1907 in Huitong 
County, Hunan Province Su Yu 
became a Red Army soldier and 
Communist Party member in 
1927. He took part in the famous 
Nanchang Uprising in 1927 and 
the struggle in the early 1930s to 
establish the Central Revolution- 
ary Base Area. Under the leader- 
ship of Mao Zedong and Zhu De 
and through the practice of guer- 
rilla and mobile warfare, he finally 
became a high-ranking commander 
and made immortal contributions 
in the Chinese people’s struggle 
for liberation. 


After the founding of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic, he served succes- 
sively as Deputy Chief of the Gen- 
eral Staff and Chief of the Gen- 
eral Staff of the Chinese People’s 
Libe Army, Vice-Minister of 
National Defence and Vice-Pres- 
ident of the Academy of Military 
He was a member of the 
Ith Party Central 


tion 


sciences. 
8th through 


National Conference 


In 1985, China’s total industrial 
output value increased by 10.2 
per cent and revenue by 11.8 per 
cent, Lu Dong, Vice-Minister in 
Charge of the State Economie Com- 
mission, told the national economic 
conference recently in Beijing. 

He also outlined the progress 
made last year in the nation’s 
efforts to improve economic re- 
sults: 

—The upturn in consumer 
goods production was kept well in 
pace with the rising demand of 
society. Retail sales of consumer 
commodities rose by 10.5 per cent, 
a little bit higher than the increase 
of the industrial output value. 
Thus a balanced increase in pro- 
duction and sales was achieved. 

—About 47 per cent or 202 
businesses designated as major 
enterprises in the state's readjust- 
ment plan reached the prescribed 
standards. More than one million 
workers received a college educa 
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Commitices and Vice-Chairman of 
the Standing Committee of the 
Fifth National People’s Congress. 
A few years ago he stepped down 
from his regular posts because of 
illness. and became a Standing 
Committee member of the Central 
Advisory Commission. 


In his written message to a state 
Spring Festival gathering this year, 
Su Yu said: “We old comrades 
are often called ‘influential per- 
sonages.” As I see it, we are influ- 
ential because of the Party’s high 
prestige, militant history and rey- 
olutionary traditions.” He called 
on all veteran comrades to “con- 
tribute more to the Party and the 
people during our evening years.” 


Su Yu's was a life worth re- 
membering and emulating. His 
festival message shows that even 
in his last days, the Party’s cause 
and the interests of the people 
were still uppermost in his mind. 


on Economic Work 


tion. Many enterprises which used 
to go single-mindedly after fulfil- 
ling production quotas began to 
improve their management, while 
doing a good job in production. 


—More than 600 ces of 
advanced technology were import- 
ed to update medium- and small- 
sized enterprises. About 10,000 
products were cited for their high 
quality. 


— Energy equivalent to 18 mil- 
lion tons of standard coal was 
conserved in industry. Industrial 
output grew by 10.2 per cent, 
while energy production increased 
only by 5.! per cent. 

—The industrial output value 
in the 1983 national budget grew 
by 8.9 per cent, while taxes and 
profits went up 7.5 per cent. 
achieving an almost balanced in- 
rate. 


Lu Dong pointed out that while 
some progress has been made since 


the emphasis was switched to 
better economic results at the end 
of 1981, China was still lagging be- 
hind both the world advanced 
levels and the best records the 
nation once chalked up. 


The conference called on the 
various enterprises to reach all the 
targets set by the state and further 
increase economic results. 


In 1984 the agricultural output 
value is expected to increase by 4 
per cent, industrial output value 
by 5 per cent and total retail sales 
of consumer goods by 8.1 per cent, 
Production costs should drop by 
2 per cent, so as to raise the state 
revenue by 8.8 per cent. 


The conference decided to give 
top priority to developing energy, 
transportation, raw materials and 
intelligence. It called for con- 
tinued efforts to transform and 
consolidate the various enterprises 
and accelerate technological devel- 
opment, so that greater achiev 
ments could be made in improving 
the vari and quality of prod- 
ucts, reducing consumption of raw 
materials and increasing taxes and 
profits. 


Micro-Electronics 
Making Progress 


China is producing nearly 300 
types of small and medium in- 
tegrated circuits that meet interna- 
tional standards, and has mastered 
the basics of manufacturing large- 
scale integrated with 
10,000 or more clements, the 
Ministry of the ectronics  In- 
dustry has announced. 


Wei Mingyi. Vice-Minister of the 
Electronics Industry. said the pro- 
motion of the wider use of micro- 
processors was vital to the 
technical transformation of various 
sectors of the national economy. 


circuits 


Last May, the government de- 
cided to make the development of 
micro-electronics technology =a 
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A technician at the Sichuan Brocade Mill uses a minicom- 
puter to control the manufacture of jacquard pattern silk 


(inset). 


priority. He also announced that 
efforts would be made from now 
through 1990 to establish a national 
Its aim for 1990 
is to bring 70 to 80 per cent of its 
major electronic products up to the 


computer system 


advanced international levels of 
the late 1970s or carly 1980s 
Chine: economic planners, 


factory managers and scientists are 
turning their sights to minicomput- 
ers for better efficiency and higher 
output. These machines are now 
used on a limited scale in manu- 
agriculture, research. 
telecommunications, traffic 


facturing, 
mail, 
control, natural resource survey 


Ss. 
weather observation, hydrological 
forecasting. data processing, and 
designing engineering and con- 
struction projects 

At 8 a.m. every day, an up-to- 
the-minute report on China’s iron 
and steel production is placed on 
the desk of the metallurgical in- 
dustry minister. A- minicomputer 
does the 
elaborate job of collecting and pro- 
cessing from 33 key 
enterprises. and metallur- 
gical bureaus and finishes them in 
an hour. 


centre in the ministry 


statistics 
mines 


Before the data-processing system 
was put into operation last August. 


The computer has raised efficiency 41 


a team of specialist had to get the 
figures from the mills and mines 
by telephone for compilation and 
ana The work was not only 
time-consuming, but 
always accurate. 


lysis. 


also not 


The move to microprocessors is 
led by Shanghai. The Shanghai 
Railway Centre has already 
adopted computers to aid trans- 
port forecasting, helping it earn an 
additional 60 million yuan in 1983 

The Sichuan Chemical Works 
spent 600,000 yuan on a minicom- 
puter system to control the con- 
sumption of natural gas. In less 
than half a year, the system had 
more than paid for itself. 

Computerization has helped in- 
crease the daily profits of the 
Shoudu Iron and Steel Company 
by 11,000 yuan and helped it to 
trim its workforce by more than 
10 per cent. 


Nevertheless, no one lost his or 
her job as a result. The more than 
8,000 workers who were no longer 
needed on their original jobs were 
retrained or transferred to 
jobs. 


new 


According to statistics from the 
electronics industry, the produc 
tion of such computers increased 


by 190 per cent in 1983. But 
output still falls far short of 
demand. The Beijing Wire Com- 
Facilities Factory 
turned out 300 minicompuiers last 
year. but new orders have been 


munication 


placed by more than 5,000 
customers 
Lack of expertise seems to be 


one of the problems holding back 
the spread of computer technology. 
In the Shanghai General 
Wor one of China's 
largest enterprises, 90 per cent of 
the technicians and engineers have 
not been trained in computer 
technology 


Petro- 


chemical 


Efforts are being made to run 
computer training 
the country and to help profes- 
sionals keep abreast with world 
computer developments. 


classes across 


Elementary computer courses are 
being offered as an experiment at 
middle schools in 
Beijing, Shanghai, Hangzhou and 
other cities, 


a number of 


State Offer Saves 
Grain Surplus 


drawing to a close, 
cables poured into the State Coun- 


cil from Jilin Province in the 
northeast, asking for emergency 
help. Local granaries were filled 


to overflowing and much of the 
province’s autumn harvest of 
13.63 million tons of grain was in 
danger of rotting if acute storage 
and shipping problems were not 
solved quickly. 


Vice-Premier Tian Jiyun headed 
a group of government officials to 
Jilin to look into the matter. There 
he discerned @ silver lining in the 
local peasants’ dilemma. Grains 
were piled up mountain-high in 
the villages. he said. This fact it- 
self once again proved the correct- 
ness of the Party’s rural policies 
and demonstrated the great vitality 
of the household responsibility sys- 
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tem, which bases remuneration on 
farm output. 


With a rise of 36.3 per cent in 
grain yield over 1982, Jilin was 
among the provinces leading the 
nation in grain increases. Last year 
China’s grain output reached ar 
ord high of 380 million tons d 
pite natural disasters 
vast tracts of farmland 


affecting 


Surveying the situation, the vice 


premier saw no reason why the 
grain surplus in Jilin should not 
be properly handled, since the 


state had not yet purchased its 
maximum. To let the peasants 
handle the problem on their own 
would have undoubtedly dampen- 
ed their enthusiasm, so he assured 
the local people that the state 
would purchase whatever amount 
they wanted to sell 
grain would be left to rot, he suid 


Not a single 


Jilin’s acute problems in grain 
storage and shipping show. that 
China's commerce, transportation, 
storage and price system should be 
revamped without delay if they are 
to keep in pace with the rapid pro- 
gress of the rural economy 


After repeated consultations be- 
tween the departments concerned, 
the state purchased 6.5 million 
tons of grain from Jilin, which is 
being shipped out at the rate of 
153 rail freight cars a day for a 
monthly total of 600,000 tons. Of 
the Purchased amount, 2 million 
tons are being stored in granaries 
built where the grain was harvest- 
ed. The prompt solution of the 
problem is a great satisfaction to 
the local peasants, 


Slower Households 
Are Not Forgotten 


For the peasants of Chuxian 
Prefecture in Anhui Province, the 
contracted production responsibil- 
ity system based on the household 
is just like a race. Stronger peo- 
ple lead the pack while weaker 
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ones trail behind. 
all ma 


But they are 
ing headway towards the 
m of common prosperity. 


Chuxian is one of the first areas 
to implement the production r 
sponsibility system. In five y 
ii its total grain output has 


doubled. Per-capita’ income 
increased from 107 yuan in 1978 
to 350 yuan in 1983 for the 3.06 


million people in the prefecture. 
Some 11,000 households earned a 


net income of more than 3,000 
yuan. 
However. there are still 9.900 


households falling behind. Almost 
2 per cent of the production 
teams have an average per-capita 
income of than 100° yuan, 
although teams averaging less than 
30 yuan per capita had been elim- 
inated by 1982. 


less 


“This is the result of the genuine 
implementation of the principle 
of distribution according to work 
But the differences between the 
rich and poor are caused by di 
labour and farming 
techniques among the households. 
They are worlds apart from the 
polarization which stemmed from 
exploitation,” said Chen Tingyuan 
an official of Chuxian. 


ferences in 


An investigation into 17 poorer 
households in Jiashan County 
showed that 10 were shorthanded, 
four lacked money, and only three 
were badly organized or failed to 
properly arrange their production 
and life. 

Local officials did everything 
possible to help these households. 
It provided low interest and 
interest-free loans or aid in man- 
power and gave them priority for 
chemical fertilizer, fine seed 
strains and technical instruction, 
so as to raise their production ca- 
pacity. Those who were hit by 
natural or human disasters were 
given social relief and a reduction 
or exemption in their agricultural 
taxes. 


Now all the counties in the pre- 
fecture have set up work groups 


to help the poor. They gather files 
on the slower households to find 
out what they are like, what their 
difficulties are and how to help 
them 


Among the 9,900 poorer house- 
holds in Chuxian, 2,400 have al- 
ready caught up with the average 
income in the prefecture. Another 
2,000 are expected to catch up in 
1984. 


Working Fashion 
Brightens Life 


Workers in 30 trades will soon 
be changing their drab old clothes 


for a bright new look as a result 
of the first ever reform of their 
long-neglected overalls, jumpers 


and aprons. 


At a recent Beijing exhibition 
of work clothes, about 1,000 kinds 
of unforms suitable for 30. dif- 
ferent trades were on display. Visi- 


tors were dazzled by the wide 
variety of colours and designs. 
There were skirts for hairdressers, 


qipaos (a smock with buttons 
down the side) for textile workers, 
dust-proof overalls for street clean- 
ers, and a rainbow more. 

These work clothes are durable 
and comfortable, and some are 
even acid-, pollution- or heat- 
proof. as the individual trade re- 
quires. They hailed by the 
visiting workers for their modern, 
practical designs. 


were 


According to an exhibition or- 
ganizer from the commerce minis- 
try, for a long time all workers, 
men and women, tall and short, 
and thin, were indiscrimi- 
y clad in drab work clothes 
which were uniformly dyed either 
black. white or dark blue. 

About 120° designs will be 
selected from among the exhibits 
for workers in all trades to talk 
over. Their new work clothes will 
brighten up the appearance of 
the workers, mentally as well as 
physically 
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Hu Yaobang (right) meeting with Korean Vice-Premier Kim Yong Nam. 


Korean Vice-Premier Visits China 


The Vice-Premier of the Demo- 
Republic of Korea 
k-long official visit 
the invitation of 
Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian. 


cratic People 
has paid a \ 
to China at 


Kim Yong Nam, Korea's Vice 
Premier of the Administrative 
Council and Foreign Minister, be- 
gan his friendly visit on Feb. 7 in 
Beijing, where he met separately 
with General Secretary Hu Yao- 
bang and Premier Zhao Ziyang. 


Zhao, at his meeting with Kim 
on Feb. 13, said he was glad to see 
that the development of the time- 
tested friendship between the two 
countries has been deepening in all 
areas. The Chinese Party, Govern- 
ment and people will continue their 
efforts to strengthen the friendly 
Sino-Korean ties. 


Kim expressed his thanks for 
China’s unswerving support of the 
Korean people's just struggle for 
the independence and peaceful re- 
unification of their fatherland. 


On behalf of Pr 
Sung and Comrade Kim Jong II, 
Kim Yong Nam formally invited 
Hu Yaobang to visit Korea. Hu 
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accepted the invitation, which he 
will honour some time this year. 


The main purpose of his visit to 
Korea, Hu said, will be to enhance 
Sino-Korean friendship and learn 
from the Korean people. 


After 
Korean 


leaving Beijing, the 
party visited Kunming, 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen in south 
China. 


Greetings Extended 
To Current AFPPD 


Peng Zhen, Chairman of the 
National People’s Congress (NPC) 
Standing Committee, and Premier 
Zhao Ziyang sent a joint message 
of greetings on February 16 to the 
Asian Forum of Parliamentarians 
on Population and Development 
(AFPPD) on its inauguration in 
New Delhi, India. 


The message said the population 
ue is one of vital importance. 
The Asian Conference of Parlia- 
mentarians on Population and 
Development held in Beijing in 
1981 had been fruitful. The cur- 


rent convention will further pro- 
mote the harmonized population, 
social and economic development 
of Asian countries. It will not 
only help develop Asian nations’ 
culture and economy and improve 
their people’s standard of living, 
but will exert great 
global population trends 
the development of the 
economy. 


effect on 
and 
world 


Vice-Chairman Huang Hua of 
the NPC Standing Committee 
headed the Chinese delegation to 
attend the meeting. 


Qian Xinzhong, Adviser to the 
inistry of Public Health and the 
1983 UN population award win- 
ner, was specially invited to the 
ing and spoke at the opening 
ion. 


He said that in the light of 
China’s experience, forming popu- 
lation policies and relevant: laws 
and mobilizing the people are key 
factors in solving the population 
problem 


At the banquet given by Buta 
Singh, Minister of Parliamentary 
Affairs of India, Huang Hua said 
he expected to co-operate with 
other Asian nations on problems 
of population and development. 


He said, “The Asian countries 
are in different circumstances. 
Therefore, they should work out 
their own population and develop- 
ment strategies independently, in 
accordance with their own condi 
tions. At the time, it is 
necessary to strengthen co-ordi- 
nation between the Asian nations 
and co-operation with 
outside Asia and other 
tional organizations.” 


same 


countries 
interna- 


Zhao Discusses 
Trade With Thais 


A visiting Thai trade delegation 
was told that China is willing to 
discuss new fields and forms of 
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co-operation and the expansion of 
trade with Thailand and other 
countries in the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
on the principles of equality and 
mutual benefit. 


Premier Zhao Ziyang, meeting 
on Feb. 10 with a delegation led 
by Minister of Commerce Kosol 
Krairiksh in Beijing, also said: 
“Since the establishment of Sino- 
Thai diplomatic relations in 1975, 
the two countries have established 
and developed good relations in 
trade and in the political, eco- 
nomic and cultural fields.” 


“There have been many ex- 
changes of visits between top 
leaders of the two countries,” he 
said. “There is still a great poten- 
tial for the development of trade 
and economic and technical co- 


operation between China and 
Thailand.” 
“The Thai Government is try- 


ing to find new channels and ways 
to expand trade and economic and 
technical co-operation with 
China,” said Kosol Krairiksh. 


Wan Li Meets 
Soviet Official 


A Chinese delegation headed 
by Vice-Premier Wan Li met with 
a senior Soviet official while in 
Moscow attending the funeral of 
the late President Yuri Andropoy. 


The delegation, which returned 
to Beijing on Feb. 16, was thank- 
ed by Geidar Ali Aliyev, First 
Vice-Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, coming to the 
funeral. 


for 


Wan Li told Aliyev that China 
is devoting its efforts to socialist 
modernization, for which it needs 
a stable and peaceful international 
environment. China hopes that its 
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relations with its neighbour, the 
Soviet Union, will be normalized. 
he said. 


“It is good to see some improve- 
ment in relations between the two 
countries in recent years,” he said. 
But there are still some obstacles 
hindering their development. He 
expressed the hope that substan- 
tial progress would be made in 
this area during the fourth round 
of Sino-Soviet talks, scheduled for 
March. 


Aliyev expressed — satisfaction 
with the improvement in  Sino- 
Soviet relations and indicated that 
the Soviet Government would 
carry on a policy of seeking better 
relations with China. 


Sino-Soviet Trade 
To Climb by 60 % 


Sino-Soviet trade will increase 
60 per cent this year over 1983 to 
2.6 billion Swiss francs (US$1.18 
billion), according to a new agree- 
ment between China and the 
Soviet Union on the “exchange of 
goods and payments for 1984. 


Under the agreement, which was 
signed in Beijing on Feb. 10, China 
will import rolled steel, pig iron, 
non-ferrous metals and other prod- 
ucts from the Soviet Union. At 
the same time, it will export non- 
ferrous metals, frozen and canned 
meat, edible vegetable oil, y 
beans, raw silk, silk fabrics, 
ton, knitwear, garments, tea, ani- 


cot- 


mal by-products and light in- 
dustrial goods. 

Vice-Premier Yao Yilin met 
with L.T. Grishin, Soviet Vice- 


Minister for Foreign Trade, who 
came to the Chinese capital for 
trade negotiations on Feb. 10. 


During the meeting, Yao point- 
ed out that although Sino-Soviet 
trade was expected to grow con- 
siderably this year, it had not yet 


reached the high levels of the past 
Both sides should work towards a 


long-term trade programme, he 
said. 
Grishin said the volume of 


bilateral trade this year was the 
highest since he had begun con- 
ducting trade with China in 1964 
The time spent on trade talks this 
year was the shortest and the 
negotiations continued smoothly, 


he said. 


He said trade volume was still 
less than one might expect bet- 
ween two large countries, but there 
were broad prospects for growth. 


Offshore Test 
Well Strikes Oil 


Oil began to flow on January 6 
from an exploratory well drill- 
ed in a Sino-foreign  co-opera- 
tion zone, the China National Off- 
shore Oil Corporation (CNOOC) 
announced on January 10. 


The drilling 
(Pearl) River 


in the Zhujiang 
mouth basin of the 
South China was completed 
by the Nanhai Eastern Petroleum 
Corporation of the CNOOC and 
a consortium led by British Petro- 
leum Development Lid. (BP) 
The well is 3.451 metres deep. 


Drilling began last November 6, 
contracted to the China Nanhai- 
Houlder Drilling Corporation Ltd., 
a joint venture set up by the 
CNOOC and the British Company 
Houlder, using China’s Nanhai 
No. 22. semi-submersible drilling 
vessel. From its drilling, the cor- 
poration gained valuable data for 
further exploration in the zone. 


China has co-operated with 
foreign countries in exploring for 
oil in the South China Sea since 
1979. Twenty-seven corporations 
from nine countries signed 18 co- 
operative contracts with China 
after competitive bidding. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Egypt 


Mubarak’s Visits Indicate Thaw 


by XIN SHU 


J1}GYPTIAN President Hosni 
Mubarak’s visit to six African 
countries shows that Egypt is 
using active diplomacy to play a 
affairs of the 


greater role in th 
Middle East and Afri 


Mubarak visited Zaire, Kenya, 


Somalia, Tanzania, the Sudan and 
Morocco from jan, 31 to Feb. 10 
—his longest trip since becoming 
President in 1981, His tour fol- 
lowed shortly after the Fourth 


Summit of the Islamic Confe: 


ic 
Organization (ICO) desided to 
restore Egypt's membership. 
Following the signing of the 
Egyptian-Isracli pease treaty in 
1979, most Arab countries severed 
diplomatic relations with Egypt 
and the [CO und League of Arab 


States (L\S) followed suit by sus- 
This 
had isolated Egypt in the Islamic 
and Arab world 


pending | zypt’s membership 


There was no relaxation in the 
Arab with 
Egypt until last year. In Ma 
at the Seventh Non-Aligned Sum- 
mit held in India, Mubarak met 
with heads of state from Jordan, 
Lebanon, Kuwait, Qatar 
Bahrain and with the Vice-Pres- 
ident of Iraq. In December, he 
held talks with Yasser Arafat, 
Chairman of the PLO Executive 
Committee, in Cairo. He also sent 
Foreign Minister Kamal 
Ali to rag, Jordan and Morocco 
last year, and some Arab senior of- 


countries’ relations 


and 


Hassan 


ficials and special envoys visited 
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Cairo. The development of the 
situation paved the way for 
Mubarak’s recent tour, enabling 
Egypt to have a voice in the affairs 


of the Middle East and Africa. 


During his six-nation — trip. 
Mubarak held the 
leaders of these countries on the 
Middle East, Lebanon, southern 
Africa, the solidarity of 
Organization of 


talks with 


the 
Unity 
(OAU) and bilateral co-operation, 


African 


as well as other international is- 
sues concerning them. The Middle 
East problems were high on the 


agenda. Mubarak holds that all 
Middle Eastern countries should 
recognize one another, and all 
Middle Eastern peoples should 


have the right to live on their own 
He has pledged to sup- 
port the Palestinian people's strug- 
gle for seli-determination and 
their legitimate right to build up 
an independent state on their own 
land. And he has urged Isracl to 
return all Arab territories it now 
and to withdraw its 
troops from Lebanon. This stand 
has been appreciated and sup- 


territory. 


occupies 


ported by those countries he 
visited. 
In his talks with leaders of 


these countries, Mubarak expressed 
concern over the disputes in the 
of Africa, Chad and the 
Western Sahara, hoping they will 
be resolved in the spirit of African 
unity. He stated that African 
countries should “join in fighting 
against any attempts at foreign 
domination, exploitation or creat- 
ing sphei 


Horn 


es of influence, and sup- 


porting, as happened in the 30s 
and 60s, the African liberation 
movements.” He condemned the 
oppressive policy pursued by South 
Africa’s apartheid regime. 


Mubarak 


leaders 


Furthermore, 
ferred with 
how to promote the normal opera- 
tion of the OAU. During his trip. 
he decided to send Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Butros 
Djibouti 


con- 


several over 


Ghali to Ethiopia and 
with letters to the presidents of 
both countries, expressing hopes to 
bring about = an 


amenable to. solidarity and  con- 


atmosphere 


census prior to the coming con- 


ference of — African —_ foreign 


ministers. 


Mubarak’s visit to Morocco was 
the focus of much attention, since 
it was the first’ visit. by the 
Egyptian President to an Arab 
country that had severed diplomat- 
ic relations with Egypt in 1979. 
Before his visit to Morocco, there 
had been a turn for the better in 
relations between the two coun- 
tries. Last October, at the UN 
General Assembly, Mubarak held 
talks with Morocco’s King Hassan 
I. Later, Hassan, as ICO Chair- 
man, did a good job in bringing 
Egypt back to the organization. 
During their latest talks, the two 
leaders addressed themselves to the 
Lebanese situation, Palestinian is- 
sues and other subjects concerning 
the Middle East. Both sides shared 
similar views on the Jordan- 
Palestine talks. 


Mubarak’s visit to Morocco will, 
on the whole, help promote the re- 
storation of the Egypt's diplomat- 
ic relations with the other Arab 
countries. A Moroccan official 
said the visit marks Egypt's return 
to the Islamic ranks, and even- 
tually to the LAS. 
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Federal Germany 


Multi-Faceted Diplomacy at Work 


by FANG XIANGSHENG 


wu the two superpowers still 
rambling for nuclear su- 


periority, East-West relations face 
@ stern test. At the forefront of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization (NATO) is the Federal 
Republic of Germany, which is 
directly threatened by a large 
number of the Soviet troops in 
Eastern Europe. How to initiate 
diplomacy in the narrow space be- 
tween the two superpowers is the 
difficult task facing the govern- 
ment of Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
which came to power in October 
1982. 


The Kohl government clearly 
said in its first statement that 
the first diplomatic task was to 
dispel the shadow over its rela- 
tions with the United States and 
strengthen and stabilize the friend- 
ship between the two countries. 
{t also said that friendship with 
the United States is the founda- 
tion of its foreign policy. This 
stands to reason. Federal Ger- 
mi is situated at the point of 
military confrontation between the 
sast and West blocs and faces the 
threat of millions of troops, tens 
of thousands of tanks and thou- 
sands of missiles from the Soviet 
Union and other Warsaw Pact 
countries. 


Under the circumstances, the 
Kohl government believes that 
Western Europe cannot deal with 
the Soviet threat with — its 
nuclear arms alone and it must 
rely on US nuclear protection. 
Kohl has repeatedly stressed that 
Federal Germany’s security can be 
guaranteed only by the United 
States and it stands on the side of 
the Western alliance. To be 
closer to the United States, he has 
altered some policies of the former 
Schmidt government. On the is- 
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suc of nuclear missiles, he has 
supported the US stand towards 
negotiations, withstanding _ pres- 
sure from the Soviet Union and 
the peace movement in his own 
country and resolutely carrying 
out NATO's “double decision.” 
After US troops invaded Grenada, 
Kohl duly consulted the NATO 
countries, asking them to end open 
disputes with Washington and to 
maintain their unity with the 
United States in a positive man- 
ner. 


While maintaining close rela- 
tions with the United States, the 
Kohl government has not given up 
the former Social-Democratic gov- 
ernments’ policy towards the East 
bloc. Kohl stated that both friend- 
ship with the West and an agree- 
ment with the East are needed to 
safeguard the security of his 
country and stability of Europe, 
This means pursuing a policy of 
dialogue and negotiation and the 
willingness to co-operate and sign 
agreements with the East. How- 
ever, the keen rivalry in Europe 
between the United States and the 
Soviet Union in the last year, es- 
pecially over the missiles, has 
made it difficult for the Kohl 
government to pull off this balane- 
ing act. Therefore, it stands on 
the side of the United States while 
making dialogue with Moscow. 
When US-So) tensions eased, it 
pushed the two superpowers to 
hold a summit meeting, consider- 
ing it more important than ever. 
At the same time, it energetically 
expanded trade with the Sovict 
Union to strengthen its economic 
ties. In doing so, Koh! paid more 
attention to the US stand than the 
Previous government did. He 


said that it would not allow such’ 


disputes to arise again as occurred 

in the trade in steel gas pipes. 
On relations with the German 

Democratic Republic, the Kohl 


government has been more active 
and changed the former govern- 
ments’ policy of taking small 
steps. In recent months, the 
leaders of the two countries haye 
exchanged letters and held talks 
on Feb, 13 while attending at the 
funeral of the late Soviet President 
Yuri Andropov in Moscow. Pol- 
iticians from both countrics have 
met frequently. Federal Germany 
has lent Democratic Germany 
1,000 million marks, and relations 
between the two countries have 
evidently improved. 


The Kohl government. predict- 
ing that the talks between Wash- 
ington and Moscow on interme- 
diate-range nuclear forces (INF) 
could not go on and it was inevi- 
table that the United States would 
deploy its new missiles in Western 
Europe, left room for manoeuvring. 
It sent Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher to meet with 
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko and sent its Minister of 
Economics Otto Graf Lambsdorff 
to Moscow to discuss economic 
co-operation. The reasons behind 
this are that its relations with the 
Soviet Union and European 
countries must not be so strained 
following the US deployment of 
new missiles and there must be 
room for manoeuvring. 


If its close relations with the 
United States and its East policy 
wre the main points of the Kehl 
government's existing foreign pol- 
icy, the encouragement of a united 
Europe is the main foreign policy 
goal it wishes to develop. Both 
sides of the foreign policy are in- 
terdependent. Faced with the dif- 
ficulties of integrating Europe be- 
cause of conflicting economic in- 
terests of various countries, Kohl. 
upon taking office, expressed his 
hope of opening a new road to 
European unity and began to 
stir new feelings for it. 


The West European ailiance as 
imagined by Kohl would have co- 
operation between Federal Ger- 
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many and France as an axis. To 
encourage Western Europe to unite 
and speak with one voice politi- 
cally, Kohl, since coming to of- 
fice, has met with French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand nearly 
once every three months on 
the average. These two coun- 
tries have consulted on the 
deployment of — missiles and 
supported one another. Kohl 
has always supported Mitterrand’s 
stand and opposed the inclusion of 
British and French nuclear weap- 
ons in the US-Soviet INF talks. 
Mitterrand personally persuaded 
the Belgian Government to 
the deployment of the US missiles 
to reduce the pressure upon the 
Kohl government in this respect. 


Western Europe 


Recession Breeds 


ORKERS at the Talbot auto- 

mobile factory in France held 
a one-month strike in December 
because the French Government 
approved a decision to dismiss 
workers at the factory. (Foreign 
workers account for 70 per cent of 
the total staff). The French 
Government has ruled that im- 
migrant workers will be sent back 
to their own countries on a vol- 
untary basis. 


After the Talbot strike, more 
than 7,000 Belgians held demon- 
strations against a draft law put 
forward by the Minister of Justice 
to limit foreign immigrants. Last 
November, Belgian students held 
a hunger strike to protest against 
the Government’s law restricting 
the families of foreign workers 
and students from entering Bel- 
gium. The local press reported 
that the hunger strike, which drew 
many students, was one of the 
largest demonstrations in the Bel- 
gian student movement during the 
last 10 years. 
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These two leaders recently dis- 
cussed West European future de- 
fence plans and reached an agree- 
ment to manufacture anti-tank 
helicopters jointly. 


In today’s multipolar world, the 
weight of Federal German foreign 
policy and its room for manoeuvre 
is decided by the _ political 
force of the NATO alliance 
and Federal Germany's _ role 
in this alliance. Therefore, while 
encouraging West 
European countries to unite, the 


energetically 


Kohl government is trying to make 
its policy 2 component part of the 
West European alliance, thus play- 
ing its effective role in the interna- 
tional arena. 


Racial Injustice 


During recent years, racial dis- 
crimination has erupted frequent- 
ly in Western Europe. In France, 
immigrants from North Africa 
have been persecuted by a small 
group of racists. Ultra-Rightists in 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
attacked Turkish immigrants and 
the black people in the Brixton 
district of London rioted. Some 
West European governments have 
repeatedly imposed restrictions on 
foreign immigrants. The British 
Government has twice revised its 
immigration laws. Switzerland 
tightened the conditions of its entry 
visa. Like France, the Federal Re- 
public of Germany is planning to 
return immigrants to their own 
countries. 


Over the years, about 12.5 mil- 
lion immigrants have settled in 
Western Europe for various his- 
torical reasons. Some of these im- 
migrants have been Indochinese 
refugees fleeing Viet Nam several 
years ago. But most are workers 
recruited by the West European 
countries 20 or 30 years ago. They 
were once welcomed by those 


countries which then lacked an 
adequate labour force. The foreign 
workers did the most dangerous 
and the dirtiest jobs and made 
great contributions to create the 
“economic miracle” of post-war 
Western Europe. 


However, ce the 1970s the 
capitalist. world has experienced 
one serious economic crisis after 
another, putting the immigrant 
workers in Europe in an unfayour- 
able situation, The unemploy- 
ment figure in the 10 member 
countries of the European Eco- 
nomic Community has excceded 
12.3 million. The economic pre- 
dicament in these countries has 
aroused racial _—_ discrimination, 
with many people saying that the 
rise in unemployment is tied close- 
ly to the number of immigrants. 


In thi circumstances, —im- 
migrants in England face discrim- 
ination employment, housing 
and medical care. In Federal 
Germany, where there are 1.6 mil- 
lion Turks, a strong anti-Turk 
sentiment has arisen. Immigrant 
workers at the Talbot automobile 
factory say, “While we were 
young, we worked hard, ruining 
our health, and now we are dis- 
missed.” A Moroccan worker who 
worked in France for 25 years said, 
“France no longer necds us now, 
but I cannot find any job if 1 go 
back to my own country His 
wife wept, saying, “Our three 
children want food to eat; we can 
do nothing for them.” 


Racial discrimination is spread- 
ing in Western Europe. But 
the fair-minded = media _ has 
condemned this trend. ~The 
French paper Le Monde published 
an article describing the great con- 
tributions made by immigrant 
workers to France. The London 
City Council has chosen 1984 as 
“anti-discrimination year.” Some 
West European countries have ac- 
cepted Indochinese refugees and 
given them jobs. 


Nowadays, Western Europe and 
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the third world have mutual in- 
terests and depend on one another. 
The settlement of the immigrant 
problem is certainly an important 
step in developing this mutual re- 
lationship. The economic  reces- 
sion in Western Europe had noth- 
ing to do with the immigrants, 
and so sending these immigrants 
back cannot solve the economic 
problem. Many West European 


Argentina 


countries face the problem of re- 
forming the economic structure, 
and they are striving to realize in- 
dustrial modernization. But mod- 
ernization is not synonymous 
with unemployment. Settling the 
immigrant problem _ properly 
would be an important and inevi- 
table advance in overcoming their 
economic difficulties and realizing 
their modernization. 


A Tough First Step Required 


by LI ZHIMING 


JRNOUSH the prices of goods 
in Argentina rose 12.5 per 
cent in January this year, exceed- 
ing the target of 11 per cent set 
in the state plan, the overall infla- 
tion rate has dropped markedly 
from the 17,7 per cent of last 
December. 


When President Raul Alfonsin 
Was inaugurated last December, 
Argentina faced stagnant produc- 
tion, an annual inflation rate of 
433 per cent and a foreign debt 
of US$43,600 million. Overcom- 
ing the economic crisis became the 
new government's main headache 
since a stable economy is the pri- 
mary condition for solidifying the 
newly restgred democratic system. 
Shortly after taking office, Alfonsin 
announced his three economic 
targets; to bring about an eco- 
nomic recovery, to hold down in- 
flation and to increase wages. 


The government has recently 
announced that the gross domestic 
product (GDP) will increase 5 per 
cent in 1984 and real personal in- 
come 6 to 8 per cent. The infla- 
tion rate will decrease to 4 per cent 
in December of this year, The 
government regards the fight 
against inflation as its major task, 
inflation being the most important 
obstacle to economic development. 
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Argentina believes that the in- 
flation was caused by its enormous 
budgetary deficit, which accounted 
for 14 per cent of total GDP last 
year. It was made up by issuing 
paper money. Therefore the gov- 
ernment has decided to decrease 
the deficit to 4 per cent of GDP 
this year. According to official 
estimates, the enormous deficit 
was mainly caused by rapidly 
panding public departments, mas- 
sive losses incurred by mismai 
ment in state-owned enterpri: 
and widespread tax evasion. 


o 


Public departments account for 
a large proportion of Argentina's 
economy, The total yalue of more 
than 300 state-owned companies 
accounts for 40 per cent of GDP, 
but most of the companies are 
poorly managed. The government 
has established a special committee 
to study the problem of how to 
turn state-owned companies over 
to private ownership. It plans 
to do this with many of them 
with the exception of those de- 
partments such as energy re- 
sources, communications and trans- 
portation. At the same time, the 
Argentine authorities have drawn 
up a draft law for reforming the 
tax system, which will greatly in- 
crease national income. 


Argentina’s economic plan is 
strongly influenced by its massive 


foreign debt. It is estimated that 
Argentina must pay US$20,000 
million in foreign debt by the end 
of this year (including defaulted 
debt for the past two years), The 
1984 maximum surplus in foreign 
trade is estimated to be US$3,300 
million, which will not be enough 
to pay the interest on the foreign 
debt. The World Bank has insisted 
that the negotiations on future 
loans to Argentina and the re- 
scheduling of existing debt depend 


on the government's current 
economic policy. It is well known 
that the International Monetary 


Fund’s terms are opposite to those 
needed to bring about an economic 
recovery and wage _ increases. 
Alfonsin has stressed that Argen- 
tina is willing to abide by, the 
obligations of foreign debt, but it 
will not go further into economic 
recession. The new finance min- 
ister has twice visited the United 
States to discuss with the World 
Bank the preblems concerning its 
foreign debt, but no progress was 
made. 


The public believes that the 
government's analysis of — key 
economic questions and the goals 
it has set conform with the actual 
situation, but concrete measure: 
should be adopted to achieve these 
goals. It is believed that a good 
beginning will of course give great 
impetus to the people. The suc- 
cess of the new government in 
fighting inflation in its first month 
is an important initial step in 
overcoming the country’s economic 
woes. 


Developing Rural Commodity Production 


China’s countryside is now developing from being a self-supporting and sem self-suf- 
ficient agricultural economy into a modern economy producing commodities on a 
large scale. What are its problems and tasks? 


by WAN LI 


Vice-Premier of the State Council 


INETEEN cighty-three was a 

year when the contract sys- 
tem, linking remuneration with 
output, was widely adopted and 
economic reform in the rural areas 
developed in depth. It was a year 
in which agricultural production, 
triumphing over various natural 
disasters, advanced with giant 
strides. It was a year in which 
commodity production in the coun- 
tryside developed vigorously and 
on an unprecedented scale. It was 
also a year in which many places 
explored various local resources 
to develop the scale and quality of 
production, 


New Conditions, At present, the 
contract system, based on individ- 
ual houscholds, has been adopted 
by more than 90 per cent of the 
peasant households. Some places — 
those which are comparatively rich 
or have a higher level of mech- 
anization, or where people lack 
confidence in the contract system 
—have also gradually chosen the 
system in the past few years after 
seeing others’ experience and com- 
paring it with theirs. In these 
areas, there is a tendency for the 
latecomers to surpass the old- 
timers. State farms have also 
begun to popularize the contract 
system and adopt it on a house- 


hold basis, achieving extremely 
satisfactory results. 

As a great creation of the 
country’s 800 million peasants 


under the leadership of the Party. 


These are ext 


erpts from a speech 


at a recent national conference on 
rural work. 
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the contract system which links 
remuneration with outpul has 
taken root in China. It is not mere- 
ly an expedient policy to solve the 
problem of feeding the people but 
a fundamental reform of the 
economic system in the country- 
side. It is of inestimable signifi- 
cance for building socialism with 
Chinese charactcristics. 


What is more inspiring is that 
throughout the country there 
sprung up great numbers of specia- 
lized households which have pros- 
pered through hard labour, Learn- 
ing from this example, some vil- 
lages and towns have switched 
over to certain types of specialized 
production, and even some specia- 
lized markets have emerged. In 
the past year, noticeable progress 
was made in starting new under- 
takings. Some regional develop- 
principles and plans 
being drafted graduall 

However, the economic founda- 


ment are 


tion in the countryside as a whole 
is still very poor and its capacity 
to fight serious natural disasters 
is weak. In some areas, the devel- 
opment of the last few years was 
to a considerable extent needed 
simply to restore production. Al- 
though the living standards of the 
peasants have improved in general, 
life in a few places is still rather 
hard. 


With the development of the 
various reforms in the countryside 
the constant growth of the produc- 
tive forces and the diversified de- 
velopment of the rural economic 
more and more new 
problems have cropped up and 
will become more and more com- 
plicated. Among them are the 
problem of commodity circulation, 
the problem of further improving 
the contract system, including re- 
distributing, the land and subcon- 
tracting the problem of policies 
concerning funds, resources and 
labour force in the countryside, the 
problem of reforming the economic 
tem and administrative system 
in the countryside, the problem of 


structure, 


disseminating scientific, technolog- 
ical and cultural knowledge as well 
as the popularization of education, 
the problem of improving manage- 
ment, reducing costs and raising 


economic results, the problem of 
constructing conservancy 
projects and energy and transport 
projects as well as small towns, and 
the problem of strengthening ideo- 
logical and political work and 
strengthening the enhancement of 
material wealth and the develop- 
ment of social ethics. 


water 


All these are problems we con- 
front in our advance. On the one 
hand, we must be firm and 
full of confidence. On the other, 
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Left: Aikebaile, a Xinjicng peosant, end his son enjoy the grope harvest. 


Right 


Zhao Chunshu (left), who heads a Shandong household specializing in 


chicken-breeding, selects high-quality chicks for his neighbours 


we must face up to difficulties and 
solve these problems in a calm and 
carnest manner so as to push the 
rural economy forward continu: 
which is full of vitality, fur- 
ther tap the vast reservoir of en- 
thusiasm for socialism and poten- 
tial for production among the 
hundreds of millions of peasants 
and turn them into real productive 
forces. 


ously 


However. we. from the top level 
to the bottom, lack the experience 
of leading large-scale commodity 
production. Our old experiences 
are not enough. Some of them 
has become outdated. Therefore. 
we must renew our knowledge and 
improve our leadership from the 
point of view of developing the 
productive forces of society —a 
Marxism, of de- 
veloping commodity production on 
a large seale in the countryside 
and of building a socialism with 
Chinese characteristics. 


basic view of 
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Treating Peasants Correctly. China 
has a population of 1,000 million, 


80 per cent of whom are peasants. 


has an extremely 
China’s 
development and the 


Their situation 
important 
economic 


bearing on 


consolidation of the state power 
Chairman Mao Zedong once point 
ed out that it could be very dan- 
gerous for our Party to alienate 
itself from the peasant masses who 
constitute over 80 per cent of our 
population. If the 800 million peas- 
ants are not well-off, it is impos- 
sible to realize the four moderniza- 
tions. Therefore, we must greatly 
protect and give 
full play to the enthusiast of the 
peasants at all times and furthe 


consolidate benween 


cherish, resolute 


the allian 


the workers and peasants. 


Historical experience has proved 
that whenever the 's policy 
is correct and the relationship be- 


Part 


tween the state. the collective and 


the individual is handled properly 


m will be 


the pea 


high. agricultural production will 
al will be 
Whenever 


is incorrect and 


rise and things in gent 


easier for the country 
the Party's policy 
too much harm is done to the in- 


dividual 
thei 


est of the peasants, 


enthusiasm will ebb, agricul- 
tural production will go down and 
things will be harder for the coun- 
try. However, we often forgot the 
pain after the wound was healed 


and on many vce 


jons repeated 
past mistakes. It was not until the 
Third Plenary Session of the 11th 
Party Central Committee conven- 
ed at the end of 1978 that the prob- 
lem of guiding ideology was fun- 
damenially solved and things were 
set to right. Since then, a series of 
correct policies have been adopted 
and this has ushered in a unprece- 
dented situation 
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Understanding of the great im- 
portance of protecting the enthu- 
siasm of the peasants has a direct 
bearing on the implementation of 
the policies. In its No. 1 document 
of 1983, the Party Central Com- 
mittee made a comprehensive sum- 
mary of the contract system which 
links remuneration with output, 
spoke highly of it, pointed out the 
trend of development in the future 
and put forward some new flexi- 
ble stipulations, allowing, among 
other things, the peasants to 
market their surplus goods after 
fulfilling the state purchasing 
quotas, to transport goods long 
distances for sale, to buy farm 
machinery and transport vehicles 
cither individually or collectively, 
allowing the movement of funds, 
technology and labour within a 
certain range and allowing various 
kinds of alliance, 


As many people have understood 
these policies correctly and imple- 
mented them consciously, the peas- 
ants have given further play to 
their enthusiasm, commodity pro- 
duction has developed vigorously 
and the productive forces have 
been further emancipated. At the 
time, however, in a few 
places and departments where the 
leaders cannot adapt their thinking 
to the development of the situa- 


same 


tion and are acting indecisively, 
the situation 
was. 


has remained as it 


It should be affirmed that the 
peasants are willing to follow the 
Party to take the socialist road so 
long as our policies are correct and 
we take their 
legitimate interests. For instance, 
they have wholeheartedly support- 
ed the policies adopted since the 
Third Plenary Session of the 11th 
Party Central Committee. Gen- 
erally speaking, they have made 
outstanding contributions to build- 
ing a socialism with Chinese char- 
This is a most 
portant and fundamental fact. 

Seeing that some peasants have 


into consideration 


acteristics. im- 
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prospered, a few people are worri- 
ed that “polarization” might occur 
in the countryside. These worries 
are not well-grounded. The dif- 
ference in the individuals’ levels 
of prosperity in the countryside is 
simply a matter of some prosper- 
ing first and some later. There is 
no such thing as some people ex- 
ploiting the labour of others. 
Those peasants who have prosper- 
ed earlier achieved so mainly 
through labour. This is shown 
most conspicuously by the emer- 
gence of specialized households in 
recent years. 


What kinds of peasants make 
up the majority of the specialized 
households? According to a sur- 
vey by Yingxian County in Shanxi 
Province of its 20,989 specialized 
households, they mainly fall into 
the following five categories; 


First, production brigade or 
team leaders and peasants who 
were once cadres. They have ac- 
quired certain managerial expe- 
rience, are very sensitive to and 
can quickly understand the Party's 
policies, and started working early. 
So they prospered fairly early and 
account for 43 per cent of the spe- 
cialized households. 


nd, educated youth and de- 
ed soldiers. Usually, their 


educational level is above the 
junior middle school. As they are 
knowledgeable and far-sighted, 


they are quick in understanding the 
Party’s policies and can readily ac- 
cept scientific and technical know- 
how. They account for 42 per cent 
of the specialized households. 


Third, peasants with certain 
skills. After signing contracts with 
the production brigade or produc- 
tion team, they opened up more 
avenues to prosperity and brought 
into full play their skills. They ac- 
count for 9 per cent of the special- 
ized households. Q 


Fourth, talented people. They 
are good at production manage- 
ment and were criticized but did 


not give in during the period when 
“Left” policies held sway. As they 
have faced the world and braved 
the storm, and have more contacts 
and are broad-minded, they have 
prospered quickly because they 
know what kind of jobs in a diver- 
sified economy they should go 
into, They account for 35 per cent 
of the specialized households. 


As for those who had this or 
that kind of undesirable events in 
their personal histories, and those 
who have violated the law in their 
activities, they make up fewer than 
1 per cent. 


The investigation by Yingxian 
County and some other counties 
has fully proved that the over- 
whelming majority of those peas- 
ants who prospered early are the 
most active elements among the 
peasants, who are good at combin- 
ing the various productive factors, 
are vanguards with cultural knowl- 
edge, skills and special talent in 
economics to promote the develop- 
ment of productive forces. They 
will be the backbone of commod- 
ity production in the future. Al- 
though they have different eco- 
nomic, political and social back- 
grounds, are engaged in different 
jobs and have achieved different 
degrees of prosperity, their com- 
mon experience can be summariz- 
ed as “prospering through hard 
labour.” 


With regard to the small hand- 
ful of people who seek ill-gotten 
gains through dishonest practices, 
especially the few cadres at the 
grass roots with power in their 
hands who hanker after personal 
gains and even obtain large loans 
and amounts of materials listed in 
the state plan through — illegal 
means, such cases can be found in 
many places. It is necessary to 
strengthen ideological and_politi- 
cal work, improve the style of 
work of the Party, improve man- 
agement and pay attention to pre- 
venting and correcting such mis- 
takes in time. But in any way, 
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Peasants in Sichuan Province examine walking tractors they plan to buy. 


these deviations are not the main 
stream. We should not confuse 
them with prospering through 
hard labour: still less should we 
mistakenly take them as the 
essentials. 

We must do a good job in guid- 
ing those peasants who have pros- 
pered first, because our purpose 
is to push forward the rural 
omy as a whole through 
example so as to reach the goal of 
common prosperity. In 1983, some 
provinces and autonomous regions 
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summed up the common experi- 
ences of the specialized households 
and found their fundamental 
characteristics for commendation. 
They were praised as models who 
have prospered through labour, en- 
thusiasts in seeking, demonstrating 
and spreading scientific and tech- 
nological knowledge, and advane- 


ed elements in building socialism 
in the countryside. I think such 
commendation is correct in stand 
and proper in method. If we say 
the peasants in the 1980s are of 


a new socialist type, we can sce 
it most clearly in the specialized 
households. 


Of course, we must work hard 
and do well in helping those peas- 
ants who are still poor. At the 
same time, however, we must also 
appraise affirmitively and protect 
the specialized households who 
have appeared and prospered since 
the Third Plenary Session of the 
11th Party Central Committee, and 
the peasants who took the lead in 
prospering through labour. It is 
they who have inherited and carri- 
ed forward the fine traditions of 
the Chinese peasants and at the 
same time acquired new qualities 
for commodity producers under 
the socialist system. They are the 
representatives of advanced pro- 
ductive forces in the countryside, 
the forerunners in leading the 
broad masses of peasants to take 
the road of common. prosperity, 
and active elements in following 
the Party to carry out in-depth re- 
form of the economic system in 
the countryside. So long as the 
enthusiasm of these peasants is 
protected, others who are. still 
leading a fairly difficult life now 
would have something to look 
forward to and the goal of com- 
mon prosperity will no longer be 
a pie in the sk 


Catering to the Needs of Com- 
modity Production. The Party 
Central Committee's No. | docu- 
ment of 1983 pointed out that 
China’s countryside is now in a 
historical period in which the 
self-supporting and  semi-self-suffi- 
cient, traditional agricultural econ- 
developing into a modern 


omy is 
economy with large-scale commod- 
ity production. This is a major 
trend and also the background for 
peasants in the 1980s to take 
part in economic activities. We 
cannot say that 
a clear understanding of the great 
historical 


everyone has 


significance of this 
change. I feel that our work in 
many aspects is incompatible with 
the development of the situation 
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Wang Yaolin (right), an assistant agricultural researcher, studies the practice 


of covering the earth with plasti 


A basic feature in developing 
commodity production is that we 
must be good at making use of 
the law of value and must change 
products into commodities through 
circulation. The problems in cir- 
culation involve the price system 
and financial subsidies, as well as 
the readjustment and reform of the 
national economy as a whole. At 
the same time, our present storage 
and transport facilities cannot meet 
the needs of the rapid develop- 
ment of commodity — produc- 
tion. To solve problems 
calls for concerted efforts of the 
various departments concerned 
and requires a certain amount of 
investment and a certain period of 
time 


these 


However, it is also necessary to 
point out that although some pol- 
icies, such as allowing the peas- 
ants to do their share in circula- 
tion in the countryside under cer- 
tain conditions, including trans- 
porting goods long d 
sale, 


ances for 
have been promulgated, some 
people still hold different views 
and maintain their worries. They 
cither have failed to implement 
these policies or have given up 
leadership or have argued back 
and forth over trifle: sa result 
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sheets in the cul 


in of tomatoes. 


some problems which could have 
been solved still remain. It is 
amazing that in some places, large 
amounts of fruit, milk, fish, 
shrimp and grain have gone bad. 
The problem of people finding it 
difficult to buy and sell still 
fairly common. Some peasants in 
Qingxian County in Hebei Proy- 
ince put up a couplet on the gate 
of a purchasing station, which 
says, “When the good is kept, the 
rotten is sold; when the rotten 
sold, the good becomes rotten.” 
The horizontal scroll says, “Get- 
ting rid of the old to make room 
for the new.” Is such pungent crit- 
icism not enough to arouse our 
attention? Should we emphasize 
developing socialist production 
while indifferent to 
such unnecessary serious waste? 


remaining 


Of course, many people are not 
deliberately laying obstacles in the 


way of commodity production. 
They have done some foolish 
things simply because they are 


locked into some old views. For 
a long period in the past. we had 
not enough goods and materials 
and could only solve economic 
problems with the supply system 
left over from the war years. This 
has left a deep impression on the 


people’s minds. They mistakenly 
hold that to do economic work is 
just to exercise “control.” The 
result is the more control, the 
fewer commodities. If we can make 
use of the law of value properly 
and give play to the great role of 
social demands on social produc- 
tion, the market will be enlivened 
and there will be more and more 
commodities. As ours is a social- 
ist country and mainly practises a 
planned economy, necessary pur- 
chasing quotas cannot be dispens- 
ed with. However, the regulating 
role of the market should never 
be ignored. We should understand 
the characteristics of commodity 
production and give compre- 
hensive consideration to how to 
make the rural circulation system 
and pricing policy the 
needs of commodity production 


cater 10 


I have said on many occasions 
that the major contradiction at 
present is that the growth of pro- 
duction cannot satisfy the material 
and cultural demands of the peo- 
ple. Therefore, the most important 
contribution made by the peasants 
to the country’s modernization pro- 
gramme is to supply the state with 
more and better commodities. In 
the final analysis, what the Party 
wants to do is to lead the peasant 
masses to do this work well. Many 
of our county heads and Party see- 
retaries have acquired some ini- 
tial knowledge about agricultural 


production, But they know little 
about commerce, finance and 
trade. 1 will not do for our county 
Party secretaries (o be gricul- 


secretaries.” still less “grain 
secretaries.” They must fearn how 
to make use of the law of value 
and grasp the principles of com- 
modity production and commodity 
They 


responsibility for the economy as 


circulation must assume 


2 whole. 


It must be clearly pointed out 
that China’s countryside today is 
no longer a field for agricultural 
activities only. It embodies ex- 
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tremely rich environmental, eco- 
nomic and social contents. Peo- 
ple in some places put it well, 
“Without agriculture, the rural 
economy could not be stable; 
without commerce. it could not be 
vigorous: and without industry, it 
could not be rich.” This embraces 
a profound truth which is suited 
to China's conditions. 


Future Tasks. No doubt, the gen- 
eral trend for future development 
in the countryside is to march for- 
ward along the socialist road of 
modernization with Chinese char- 
acteristics. This fundamental 
orientation was pointed out by 
Comrade Deng Xiaoping. This is 
a large subject. We can say that 
till today, a beginning has just 
been made in some aspects of the 
rural work while in others, nothing 
has been done. We must exert 
ourselves and march forward con- 
tinuously. 


In 1984, the Party's tasks in the 
countryside, apart from the prob- 
lems mentioned above, are to do 
really well in the following as- 
pects. 


First, further improving the con- 
Iruct system, which is based on 
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household management and links 
remuneration with output. The 
contract system has taken root in 
all parts of the country. But much 
work still needs to be done to con- 
solidate and develop it. As the de- 
velopment in all places is uneven. 
the emphases should be different 
in work. Now. a fairly common 
question is to encourage the peas- 
ants to make investments in land 
and increase the soil fertility. At 
the same time, proper concentra- 
tion of land should be allowed 
so as to gradually enable peasant 
households to carry out specializ- 
ed production. When the land sys- 
tem is improved, the foundation 
for the system will be 
consolidated, 


contract 


Second, raising the level of man- 
agement of individual peasant 
households and making energetic 
efforts to develop various kinds of 
specialized households. Peasant 
household management under the 
contract system has become the 
foundation of the co-operative 
economy in China’s countryside. 
Now, the specialized households 
appearing in places no 
longer exhibit household manage- 
ment in the traditional sense. Spe- 


various 


cialized grain-producing — house- 
holds in Yanbei Prefecture in 
Shanxi Province accounts for only 
4 per cent of the total number of 
households. Yet in 1983 they sold 
to the state 170 million kilo- 
grammes of grain, equivalent to 75 
per cent of the total amount of 
grain sold to the state by the pre- 
fecture. Experience proved 
that the scale and level of house- 
hold management can vary greatly. 
It is not right to think that we will 
take the old road of “big and 
public economy” and negate hous 
hold management whenever raising 
economic results and expanding 
management scale are mentioned. 


has 


Third, making the most energetic 
efforts to run various services 
well. Commodity production in the 
countryside cannot make a single 
step forward if there are no nec- 


essary circulation channels, nee- 
essary guidance in science and 
technology, necessary transporta- 


tion and communications facilities, 
necessary means of production and 
necessary information services. The 
commercial, scientific and techno- 
logical, transportation and com- 
munications, —_ agriculture-serving 


(Continued on p. 25.) 


Oranges produced in 
Jiangxi Province are 
loaded on to boats to 
be shipped to other 
parts of the country. 


Qinghai Province 


Tibetan Autonomous Prefectures Mark Growth 


Poverty, backwardness, isolation. . . these were the lot of the Tibetans in Qinghai for 
generations; today, with the tribal system gone, they are on the road to prosperity 


JIANG PENG 


Guest Correspondent 


Last December, three Tibetan 
autonomous prefectures in Qinghai 
Province — Hainan, — Huangnan 
and Haibei—celebrated the 30th 
anniversary of their establishment 
To mark the occasion, our guest 
correspondent filed the following 
report from the highland province. 


— Ed, 


a 


population of 3.8 million includes 
Hans, Tibetans, Huis, Tus, Salas, 
Mongolians and Khazaks. The 
800,000 Tibetans mostly farm 
and raise livestock around Qing- 
hai Lake and in the upper reaches 
of both rivers. Their ancestors 
were the pioneers of the Qinghai 
Plateau. 


After libe 
autonomous prefecture: 
up in Qinghai under the Party's 


five 


jon, betan 


set 


General-Secietary Hu Yaobang accepts a cup of gingke 


(highland berley) wine 


( INGHAT, located in the north: 
¢ casiern part of the Qinghai 
Tibet Plateau — the “Roof of the 
World,” is an enchanting place. 
Stretching far and wide over an 
ca of 720,000 square kilometres, 


it is the source of China's two 
longest rivers. the Changjiang 
(Yangtze) and the Huanghe 


(Yellow) 
ince is Qinghai Lake, the nation’s 
largest highland salt-water lake. 


The 


Also found in the prov- 


province's multinational 
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Tibetan woman. 


They 
bei Prefectures on 


nationality policy. include 
Hainan and H. 
the northern and southern banks 
of Qinghai Lake, and Huangnan, 
which is located south of the 
Huanghe River, is adjacent to Hai- 
nan. 


New Chapter. Since ancient times 
the area has been peopled by no- 
mads, mostly settlers from north- 
west China. The Tibetans’ fore- 
fathers were the first to appear 
and quickly increased. During the 


Ming (1308-1644) and Qing (1644- 
1911) Dynasties, the Mongolians 
also entered the area 


Prior to 1949, the Tibetans and 
labouring people of other national- 
lived in poverty, 
and ignorance under the oppr 
sive rule of the Kuomintang w: 
lords, tribal chiefs and Lama mo- 


ities isolation 


nasteries. The endless winds and 


snowstorms, recurring livestock 
epidemics and frequent inter-tribal 
strifes over pastures und mountain 
slopes left many herdsmen desti- 


tute and homeless 


Despite carly agricultural devel 
opment, grain output, handicap: 
ped by negligible water conserva- 
tion and a primitive farming sys- 
tem, was precariously low in. the 
valleys of the Huanghe and Long- 
wu (a tributary of the Huanghe). 
Culture, and public 
health were backward, transporta- 
tion services poor. and industry, 


education 


science and technology virtually 


non-existent. The result was stag- 


nant social development and sepa- 


ration modern civiliza- 
“Land of 


Desolation.” 


fromthe 
Hence the term 


Barbarism and 


tion. 


Liberation opened a new chapter 
in the history of Hainan, Huang- 
nan and Haibei. In the early 
1950s, these places were designat- 
ed as Tibetan autonomous  pre- 
after the demo- 


cratic reform in 1958 and the sub- 


fectures. Then, 
sequent socialist transformation of 
the ownership of the means of pro- 
duction, they abolished the con- 
servative and declining feudal trib- 
and embarked on the 
road of socialism, which promises 
progress and prosperity 


al system 
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Thriving Economy. During his 
visit last July to an animal farm 
beside Qinghai Lake in Hainan 
Prefecture, General Secretary Hu 
Yaobang was fascinated by the 
farm's success story told by its 39- 
year-old leader. Since the Third 
Plenum of the 11th Party Central 
Committee in 1978, the farm's 
livestock has increased from 33,000 
head to 45,000, and its collective 
income has risen from 170,000 
yuan to 220,000 yuan. The thriv- 
ing economy has ensured a steady 
rise in the herdsmen’s annual in- 
comes. The farm leader's 11-mem- 
ber family earned 6,300 yuan in 
1982, no small income by Chinese 
standards. 


This single farm is a microcosm 
of the three Tibetan autonomous 
prefectures, where animal hus- 
bandry makes up much of the local 
economy, owing to productive pas- 
turelands. Despite setbacks and 
failures over the past three decad- 
es, efforts made in that period 
have brought marked improvement 
in the conditions for animal hus- 
bandry. The damage wrought by 
rats and pests to some pasturelands 


Lett 


has been reduced to a minimum, 
and livestock has doubled. Where 
water is scarce, pipes have been 
laid to supply drinking water for 
herdsmen and animals; irrigation 
networks have also been built to 
save drought-stricken meadows. 
While the vast grasslands provide 
most of the forage, any deficiency 
is made up with man-made _pas- 
turelands. For generations, the 
nomadic herdsmen lived in felt 
yurts; today, some of them have 
moved into houses to get over the 
chilly seasons of spring and 
winter. 


With the dissemination of mod- 
ern science and technology, the 
production level of animal hus- 
bandry has been raised. In the 
past, traditional breeds of sheep 
and yaks raised around the Qing- 
hai Lake were characterized by 
slow growth and low birth rates. 
After the 1960s, better breeds 
were developed, notably a type of 
sheep which yields twice as much 
fine, long wool as the traditional 
breeds, 


Farmland in the — low-lying 


areas along the upper reaches of 
the Huanghe reminds me of the 
fertile lands in areas south of the 
Changjiang River. There, wheat, 
rape and melons of all sorts grow 
in profusion over the vast stretch- 
es, crisscrossed by an extensive 
network of irrigation ditches and 
dotted here and there with Tibet- 
an villages. 


Agriculture in these areas dates 
back 600 years. But for years 
drought had been a_ perennial 
threat, and the riverbed of the 
Huanghe was so deep as to make 
irrigation efforts difficult. This 
problem was solved after the 
1960s, when nearly 100 pumping 
stations were built in Guide, Jain- 
ca and Tongren Counties along 
the banks of the Huanghe and 
Longwu Rivers, bringing large 
tracts of farmland under irrigation. 


Long spells of sunshine are the 
rule on the Qinghai Plateau. There 
is also a large difference between 
daytime and nighttime tempera- 
tures, Keeping this in mind, the 
local peasants, with the help of 
agrotechnicians, conducted — suc- 


Sheep grczing on Qinghai’s extensive grasslands. Right: A veteran Tibetan medical 


practitioner instructs some students of the use and efficacy of medicinal herbs. 
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A ponoramic view of the town of Longwu in Huangnan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. 


cessful experiments in search of 
s to raise spring wheat yields. 
Guide County, for example, de- 
votes more than 3,000 hectares 
every year to these experiments, 
one-third of which has a_per- 
hectare yield of 7.5 tons. The 
whole county’s per-hectare grain 
yield has been maintained all along 
at more than 3,750 kilogrammes, 
making it a highest-yielding wheat- 
producing county on the Qinghai 
Plateau. The Huanghe River basin 
in Hainan and Huangnan Prefec- 
tures is fast becoming a fruit- 
producing region. Hundreds of 
strains of fruit trees from over a 
dozen places in the country have 
planted there for the first 


been 
time. 


In the past three decades, the 
three prefectures have built up 
their industries from scratch. The 
development of hydraulic resourc- 
es is leading the province's am- 
bitious modernization program- 
The Longyangxia Hydroclee- 
tric Station will be the largest on 
the Huanghe River when complet- 
ed, With a designed installed ca- 
pacity of 1.2 million kilowatts. the 
station will generate 6,000 million 
kilowatt-hours annually and be- 
come the chief supplier of electric- 
in northwest China. 
Reborn. 


me. 


Culture, 


education, public health and_ sci- 
ence and technology have also 
proceeded ap; thanks (othe 
support of the Party and People’s 
Government. In its early days, 
Huangnan Prefecture had only 
three town primary schools. To: 
there are 267 primary, middle 
secondary technical schools 
19,700 students, 12,000 of 


and 
with 
them children of minority nation- 
alities. 


have mushroomed 
everywhere. A contingent of t 
ditional Tibetan medical practi- 
tioners is quickly growing. with 
numerous hospitals and medical 
teams staffed entirely with local 
doctors. buzang, a 58-year-old 
physician. is one of the most ac- 
complished Tibetan medical prac- 
titioners. He has distinguished 
himself in the study of the four 
leading Tibetan medical treatises 
and is much respected in Huang- 
nan and neighbouring Gannan 
Prefecture for his superb skills. 
Although kept busy by his work 
as a deputy county head, he still 
finds time to treat patients. In 
the last five years, he has super- 
vised the establishment of a Tibet- 
an medical centre in Henan 
County, and trained 60 doctors for 
it. He has taken part in compiling 


Hospitals 


a big volume of a medical encyelo- 
pedia and is now compiling a 
book about Tibetan pathology, 
diagnosis and medication. 


On the banks of the Longwu 
River in Tongren County, Huang: 
nan Prefecture, nestle five neigh- 
bouring villages. It was in these 
villages, known as the “home of 
Tibetan painters.” that the 
brated “Five-Village Art” originat- 
ed, a school of Buddhist art which 

rged with the spread of 
Lamaism and the construction of 
temples and monasteries. Since 
the 17th century, artists from the 
five villages have travelled esten- 
sively throughout Qinghai. ‘Tibet, 
Gansu, Sichuan and Inner Mon- 
golia, where they left large num- 
bers of murals, sculptures and em- 
broideries in temples and monas- 
Today. the jematic col- 
lection, collation and study of 
the Five-Village Art by artists and 
librarians have added lustre to this 
ancient cultural gem. 


cele- 


Xiawucailang, who heads the 
Five-Village Art Research Group, 
is a veteran Tibetan painter, Now 
in his 60s, he began learning how 
to paint when he was 11. At 17, 
he was invited by the traditional 
Chinese painter master Zhang Da- 
qian to copy the Dunhuang Grotto 
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murals: 


Afterwards, he travelled 
to Tibet and India, where he learnt 
from the works of art found in 
famous temples and monasteries. 
His paintings, a combination of 
tradition and creative work, are 
typical of the style of the late 
period of the Five-Village Art, 
known for its exquisite craftsman- 
ship, lucid and lively colours, and 
accurate and life-like images. 
Despite his advanced age, he still 


(Continued from p, 21.) 

industrial, and educational depart- 
ments should fully understand the 
urgent demands of the peasants 
and further enhance their con- 
the country- 


sciousness to 
side. 

Fourth, developing various kinds 
of non-farmland projects and 
further readjusting the structure of 
agricultural production, including 
running some processing industries 
within the capability of the locali- 
ties. 


serve 


With the development of diver- 
sified specialized 
production, more and more peas- 
ants will be separated with farm- 
land. This is an inevitable histori: 
cal progress. With regard to en- 
larging the scope of production, 
we must pay attention, on the one 


economy and 
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pursues his career with a youthful 
vigour and teaches as well. 


Tibetan opera is yet another 
pride of the Tibetan people. In a 
bold reform of this ancient art 
form, the Huangnan prefectural 
troupe has imparted a rich liveli- 
ness and distinctive personalities 
to Prince Lopsong and Fairy Yile 
—two important works in the 
‘Tibetan opera’s rich repertoire. 
In the old versions, singing 
dominated; today, they are a com- 
bination of singing, dialogue, act- 
ing and dancing. In the past, only 
a drum, a symbal and a flute were 
used for musical accompaniment; 
today, the stage is aglow with a 
The costumes 
and stage props have also been 


sizeable orchestra. 


improved and modern elements in- 
corporated into the lighting. stage 
craft and acoustics. The Hainan 
Prefecture Troupe has also done 
its share in updating traditional 
Tibetan opera. Recently it staged 
the full-length War Over Huoling 
Mountain, adapted from the popu- 
lar Tibetan epic King Caser. 


All these performances were im- 
mediate successes, becoming the 


hand, to the yast expanses of 
mountains, hilly land, grassland, 
water surface, sea and beaches in 
an attempt to make a better use of 
the potential economic resources, 
and on the other, to both the 
cities and countryside and both 
China and foreign countries in an 
attempt to open up a broader 
market. With regard to developing 
the depth of production, we must 
carry out multi-level comprehen- 
sive and cyclic utilization so as to 
constantly raise the ecological and 
economic results of agriculture. 


To build a modern socialist ag- 
riculture with Chinese characteris- 
tics, it is necessary to grasp at the 
same time the development of so- 
cialist ethics. Now, the situation 
in the countryside as a whole is 
excellent. But the leader 


talk of the town when they were 
staged in Beijing, Shanghai, 
Guangdong and Sichuan in Apri! 
June 1983. 


Inter-Nationality Unity. Tibetan 
people of the Hainan, Huangnan 
and Haibei Prefectures (where 
Princess Wencheng of the Tang 
Dynasty passed on her way to be 
married to the Tibet king), have 
Jong developed friendly relations 
and economic and cultural ex- 
changes with Hans in neighbour- 
ing areas. 

relations have 
developed. Many 
assumed leading 
posts in various Party and govern- 
ment organizations and are fight- 
ing in the vanguard of socialist 
construction. The secreta 
the three Tibetan autonomous pre- 
fectures are all Tibetans. Fighting 
shoulder to shoulder with them 
are large numbers of Hans who 
sacrificed the comforts of 
hometowns and dedicated 
themselves to modernizng the Ti- 
betan areas. Three decades of rev- 
olution and construction have 
fostered a rapport among both 
Han and Tibetan cadres. i 


These intimate 
been further 


Tibetans have 


ies of 


have 
their 


some places is indeed weak. in- 
competent, or actually non-existent, 
In these places, ideological and 
political work is poor and 
healthy tendencies are serious. 
Therefore, we should, through the 
Party consolidation and in-depth 
and meticulous ideological and 
political work, encourage healthy 
trends and suppress ones, 
energetically carry educa- 
tion on patriotism com: 
munism as move- 
ment to and 
towns ethics 
reign so us to effect a fundamental 
turn for the better in the style of 
the Party and social behaviour and 
make the 


un- 


evil 
out 
and 
well asa 
build — villages 


where socialist 


modernization — pro- 
gramme in the countryside achieve 
new progress and development in 


1984. 


ja 


China’s Agro-Technology Aid 


by LU YUN 


Our Correspondent 


HILE receiving outside aid, 

China also plays an active 
role in exchanges with and aid to 
other countries in agricultural tech- 
nology. Since the end of 1978, it 
has been able to increase its foreign 
aid. China strives for better eco- 
nomic results for the recipient 
countries, by providing fine seed 
strains and some advanced tech- 
nologies. 


Enhancing economic _ results. 
More than 800 Chinese agrotech- 
nicians now working in 29 coun- 
tries help with grain, sugarcane, 
vegetable and fish raising and 
other — production —_ techniques 
Closely following the principles of 
equality, mutual benefit and 
practical results, Chinese special- 
ists are praised by other third 
world countries for their efforts to 
improve aided countries’ econ- 
omie: 


Previously, due to poor manage- 
ment after handover upon com- 
pletion, some Chinese-aided pro- 
jects in third world countries did 


not do very well. In recent years, 
China has sent its technicians to 
those projects which were doing 
poorly. After a period of joint 
administration with native work- 
ers, these programmes showed 
new life. 


One example is China's aid to 
a sugarcane plantation and sugar 
refinery complex in Sierra Leone. 
After handover in 1981, Chinese 
experts remained as__ technical 
directors and participated in 
management in order to bring the 
project into full play and benefit 
the local people 


As a result, sugarcane output 
increased from the _ originally 
planned 60 tons per hectare to 
77.5 tons and sugarcane for press- 
ing went up from 60,000 tons to 
76,000 tons. In order to keep the 
cane from rotting, the managers 
decided to raise the daily pressing 
capacity. Chinese experts helped 
work out administrative regula- 
tions and reward and punishment 
systems to boost production, which 
effectively raised work efficiency. 
The work has since followed a 
smooth course, earning 


Foreign students doing experiments into silkworm illness under 
Chinese tutorship. 


Abroad 


US$965,000 and meeting 53 per 
cent of the nation’s sugar demand. 


The Chinese experts won the 
praises of Sierra Leone officials 
and people and other foreigners in 
the country. An African assistant 
administrator under the UNDP 
said, “The enterprise carves a deep 
impression upon me. You are very 
good at organization.” 


Chinese experts follow the prin- 
ciple that one major product, sup- 
ported by other minor products, 
generally proves most successful. 
In 1979 they helped establish a 
fishery in Egypt, where they not 
only built 367 fish ponds but also 
planted fruit trees, set up a mill 
to process pellet fish food, put up 
52 duck sheds and opened fish 
and duck shops. 
diversified economy with fish as 
the main product, they merged 
agriculture, industry and commerce 
into an integrated enterprise. The 
late Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat praised the Chinese experts 
highly for the splendid work they 
had done in his country, On 
August 14, 1981, Sadat specially 
entrusted one of his ministers to 
issue a state science medal class 
Il and certificate to them 


Developing a 


Providing sceds, breeds and tech. 
niques. In the past few 
China’s assorted seeds, animal 
breeds and advanced agro-tech- 
niques have been sought after in 
its technical co-operation with 
other countri 


China's fine seeds and breeds 
are well-received in the developed 
and developing countries alike., 
Its meishan pig boasts a high prop- 
agation rate, strong disease re- 
sistance and tasty meat. Crossbred 
with French pigs, they brought 
forth even better breeds. 

China’s soybeans, rice and forage 
grass have taken root in the Unit- 
ed States. The natural enemy to 
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US Foreign Policy Clarified 


by ZHUANG QUBING 


US President Ronald Reagan's 
State of the Union message 
‘on Jan, 25 was quite distinct from 
his message a year earlier, stating 
that America is “much improved” 
and that “there is renewed energy 
and optimism throughout the 
land.” The United States is “safer, 
stronger, and more secure in 1984 
than before.” Reagan said and 
outlined four goals, including the 
building of “a meaningful peace.” 
He talked at length about his 
achievements and domestic affair 
since coming to power. Regarding 
foreign policy, his keynote was the 
struggle for a lasting peace, stress- 
ing the US desire to establish 
“peaceful relations with the Soviet 
Union,” seek a reduction in nuclear 
weapons on the grounds that “a 
nuclear war cannot be won, 
“strengthen allied relationships 
across the board,” “assist devel- 
oping countries,” and “reinforce 
US peace-making efforts in the 
Middle East, Central America and 
southern Africa.” 


The message pointed out that 
US troops must stay in Lebanon. 
and the US Government must carry 
out the proposal on Central Ameri- 
can issues made by the Kissinger 
Committee. It declared that the 
United States favours free world 
trade. If one compares this message 
to Reagan's Jan. 16 speech on So- 
viet policy, one finds in it a clearer 
version of Washington's foreign 
policy because it is more explicit, 
thorough and detailed. 


citrus plant pests began working 
in Japan. Chinese carps swim in 
Brazilian ponds, while comprehen- 
sive fish-raising methods are be- 
coming popular in Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Burma. 
The United Nations commission- 
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Basic Policy Unchanged 


All in all, the Reagan adminis- 
tration changed little in its basic 
foreign policy other than toning it 
down somewhat, in particular 
stressing peace and negotiations. 
The absence of changes in basic 
policy can be traced to the charac- 
teristics of the Reagan administre- 
tion. It is the most conservative 
US Government since World War 
Il, and unlike previous govern- 
ments, it has reviewed US forei 
affairs in recent years, giving it a 
conception of foreign affairs that 
differs in varying degress from that 
of the previous governments. It 
holds that a reliance on a position 
of strength is fundamental to the 
pursuil of foreign affairs « 
it should step up its riva 
hegemony with the Soviet Union 
by reinforcing its military strength. 
It sees this contention with the 
Soviet Union as the central link in 
its foreign affairs and a long-icrm 
historical task. The US Govern- 
ment puts particular stress on “two 
poles politics" as a basis for organ- 
izing strength und adopting 
measures. 


Reagan, in his Jan. 16 speech 
estimated that after three years of 
efforts, “1984 finds the United 
States in the strongest position in 
years.” Last year — aside from its 
“potent” economic recovery, and 
unity and solidarity with its allies 
— the United States demonstrated 
its strength by military actions in 
Lebanon and Grenada and by de- 


ed China to open training classes 
on biogas, comprehensive fish cul- 
tivation, silkworm breeding, and 
overall development of the coun- 
tryside. Every year these clas 
turn out specialists for other cou: 
tries. 


ploying medium-range missiles in 
tern Europe. Therefore, the 
policy of exerting pressure upon 
the Soviet Union to make conces- 
sions will continue. 


Why should the United States 
make tactical changes? First, US- 
Soviet relations last year worsened 
to the “lowest point since the Cu- 
ban incident,” and the internation- 
al situation became more strained. 
Since the t Nam War, the 
United States has outrageously re- 
sorted to using direct force abroad, 
which has met with a strong reac: 
tion at home and abroad. Under 
these circumstances, Washington 
feels that an adjustment of its tough 
policy is necessary for improving 
its international image and ending 
its isolation. 


Second, to win the presidential 
election this year, Reagan must 
gain support by any means from 
every avenue of political influence 
and every constituency. At present, 
worries in the United States of war 
outweigh fears about unemploy- 
ment. The economic recovery has 
forced the Democratic Party to 
concentrate 
ernment’s foreign polic 
fore, while preaching “bipartisan 
co-operation,” Reagan has to bring 
his foreign policy closer to the mid- 
die-of-the-road stand. 


attack on the gov- 
There- 


For these reasons, both Rea- 
gan’s speech on Soviet policy and 
his State of the Union message 
hold aloft the banners of “nego- 
tiations” and “dialogue,” and no 


International academic circles 
also welcome and highly regard 
China’s tea cultivation, veterinary 
acupuncture, and the more wide- 
spread use of fine hybrid rice seeds 


ail over the country. o 


27 


longer describe the Soviet Union as 
the “focus of evil.” Western coun- 
tries, including the Unites States. 
put forward proposals at the Stock- 
holm Conference on Disarmament 
in Europe (CDE). The United 
States agreed to resume talks on 
European Common Equitable Dis- 
armament. Reagan called for 
nior talks to become a normal 
factor between US-Soviet  rela- 
tions.” The US flexibility is, of 
course, very limited, and unable to 
outstrip the self-styled three-in-one 
principle of “realism, strength and 
logue.”” 


Behind Optimism 


The optimistic State of the 
Union message has a very strong 
favour of an election campaign. 
For the benefit of propaganda, the 
message exaggerated US strength 
and its international role, but dared 
not speak about the country’s diffi- 
cult’ problems and the risks it 
faces, and even covered up its real 
imentions. In fact, judging from 
the current international situation 
and US foreign relations, observers 
can casily discern the following 
conditions. 

(1), There have been no great 
changes in the international stra- 
tegic situation or balance of mili- 
tary strength between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. Sincé 
r, the US-Soviet rivalry for 
hegemony has been stalemated, 
with each side going through both 
offensive and defensive gestures. 
In June 1982, the United States 
shielded Israel's invasion of Leb- 
anon; last year it sent more troops 
to the Middle East and Central 
America for armed interventions 
and strengthened the defence of 
Western Europe with medium- 
range missiles. This has thrown the 
Soviet Union into a state of pas- 
sivity. However, it has not reached 
the point of upsetting the global 
strategic equilibrium. 

(2). The United States, falling 
deeper and deeper into the conflicts 
in Lebanon, has found itself caught 
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in a dilemma. The situation there 
has grown more complicated. More 
than 200 US soldiers have been 
killed and at home the demand for 
a troop withdrawal has grown 
fouder. This call comes not only 
from the Democratic presidential 
aspirant Walter Mondale, but also 
the Republican Senator Barry 
Goldwater. Reagan and Secretary 
of State George Shultz still talk 
tough, saying that US troops will 
never be evacuated until certain 
goals are achieved. They are run- 
ning a great risk. It is not impos- 
sible that the United States could 
suffer from an unexpected atiack 
should there be a sudden turn of 
events. Some American acaden 
have even worried that the econ 
omy will be affected if the Middle 
East crisis is expanded. 

(3). Athome and abroad, heavy 
pressure has been put on the 
United States to enter into disar- 
mament talks and reduce the arms 
race. A host of countries in North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), in an attempt to reach 
compromise with the Soviet Union, 
are unwilling to bear the respon- 
sibility of huge military spending. 
They are afraid that after the 
medium-range missiles are deploy- 
ed, the United States intends only 
to reinforce its military strength 
rather than alleviate tension in 
Europe. In the United States, peo- 
ple also feel more deeply that mas- 
sive military spending and an in- 
tense arms race will threaten secu- 
rity and the national economy 
These people, including some noted 
figures such as Senator Edward 
Kennedy, former Special As- 
sistant to the President Averell 
Harriman, former Defence Secre- 
tary Robert McNamara, and form- 
er presidential adviser George 
Bundy, advocate a policy of 
refusing to make a first strike. 
a genuine easing of tensions with 
the Soviet Union and a freeze on 
nuclear weapons. This is a sharp 
contradiction of the Reagan ad- 
ministration’s idea that only by 
intensifying the arms race can it 


es 


force the Soviet Union to make 
concessions. Apart from this, it 
worth noting that Reagan has de- 
cided to develop a ‘permanently 
manned-space station” and to do 
it within # decade, supposedly for 
the purposes of science. This is 
uctually related to the US plan to 
build up space weapons and an 
attempt to prevail over the Soviet 
Union in this field. Reagan has 
already decided to develop a large- 
seale defensive system on 5] 
strategy. and push the arms race 
to a new high. 


ce 


(4). There are numerous prob 
lems existing in the United States” 
relations with its allies and with 
the third world. The West Euro- 
pean countries’ agreement on the 
deployment of US Pershing 11 
missiles and cruise missiles is not 
enough to show that their soli- 
durity with the United States has 
already been consolidated. In 
fact, inherent differences regarding 
such issues as handling arms con- 
trols, maintaining security in areas 
outside NATO, relations with the 
Soviet Union, policy towards the 
third world and US-Europe eco- 
nomic relations have not been 
ironed out, and even have 
grown sharper at times. Form- 
Federal German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Schmidt — recently 
strongly repudiated the Reagan ad- 
ministration’s pursuit of the “high- 
est interest rates since the birth 
of Jesus Christ." At the same time, 
the Sovict Union continues to try 
to split up Western Europe politi- 
cally and rope in Western Europe 
economically. The Siberian natu- 
ral gas pipeline began to move gas 
to Western Europe beginning this 
year 


On the whole, relations between 
the United States and the third 
world are steadily deteriorating. 
The United States has not only 
shielded and supported reactionary 


regimes in Israel. South Africa and 
south Korea, but has also been in- 
difierent towards the improvement 


of North-South relations. Ignoring 
international opposition, it reduced 
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its contributions to the Interna 
tional Development Association 
and decided to withdraw from the 
United Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO). It is considering with- 
drawing from the International 
Fund for Agricultural Develop- 
ment, which aims at helping the 
third world. Reagan's State of the 
Union message spoke insincerely of 
assisting developing countries. Be- 
sides, the United States is planning 
to set up rapid deployment forces 
to strengthen its power 1o mount 
armed intervention anywhere in 
the third world. ‘The Reagan 
ininistration’s miscalculated actions 
towards third world nations will 
eventually put it in further 
tion and disadvantage. 


sola- 


(5). The economic recession is 
still a hard nut to crack for Rea- 
gan. The United States began to 
extricate itself from its serious evo- 
nomic crisis at the end of 1982 and 
is marching down the road towards 
economic recovery. The Reagan ad- 
ministration must try its best to 
maintain economic stability in this 
clection year. Many people pre- 
dict that. barring — unforeseen 
events, the economy will continue 
to pick up this year, but the growth 
rate will be lower than that of last 
year. However, many economists 
are not so optimistic. Behind the 
problems of high interest rates, 
huge trade deficits and a slow eco- 
nomic growth rate is the huge fed- 
eral deficit, which is expected to 
reach USS180.4 billion in the next 
fiscal year, The State of the Union 
message admitted the seriousness 
of the deficit. It did not propose 
remedial measures, merely consul- 
tation between the two major par- 
ties. There has been a heated de- 
bate in Washington on how to cut 
current government expenditu 
and reduce deficits. Reagan is de- 
termined to maintain huge military 
spending while reducing other ex- 
penditures, including social wel- 
fare funding, and has restated his 
opposition to chopping defence 
spending or increasing taxes. This 


February 27. 1984 


will certainly lead to a major de- 
bate in Congress. It is believed 
that Reagan plans to raise 1985 
“actual” military spending by 13 
per cent, which would bring it to 
28.6 per cent of the total federal 
budget. At present. 15 per cent of 
Americans live below the “poverty 
line.” Reagan’s policy of guns 
over butter is opposed by most 
people. 


Flexible or Tense? 


Although the United States has 
made some progress in a few sec- 
tors, the situation of its foreign 
relations and its international posi- 
tion are not as good as the State 
of the Union message made them 
out to be. 


When considering the prospects 
of US foreign pol; besides the 
factors stated above, one should 
include, of course, the problem of 
Soviet policy. Recently, the So- 
viet Union has strongly castigated 
the Reagan administration, saying 
that it “represents the interests of 
the most reactionary and most ag- 
gressive monopoly groups” and 
likening Reagan to Hitler. Some 
Americans hold that the Soviet 
Union will continue its rigid at- 
titude to prevent Reagan from ben- 
efiting in, the election campaign 
But this is not necessarily so. 
Although the Kremlin dislikes Rea- 
gan, it still uses hard and soft tac- 
tics depending on the overall situa- 
tion and its interests. It is cur- 
rently holding forth the banner of 
peace. The late Soviet President 
Yuri Andropoy delivered a speech 
on Jan. 24 expressing Soviet 
willingness to negotiate, but re- 
iterated at the same time that it 
would resume talks on medium- 
range Euromissiles if the United 
States was willing to return to the 
state prior to its deployment of 
medium-range missiles in Europe. 
In his response the following day 
Reagan welcomed — Andropo 
proposals. In addition, the Soviet 
Union still justifies its invasion of 
Afghanistan and supports Viet 


Nam's invasion of Kampuchea; it 
attempts, while the United States 
at a disadvantage, to take further 
actions in the Middle East and 
other hot spots. The United States 
and several European countries re. 
cently put forth a six-point propo- 
sal at the CDE intended to prevent 
the outbreak of surprise attacks in 
Europe by the Soviet Union. The 
Soviets also put forward some pro- 
posals, including an agreement not 
to use a first strike, the conclusion 
of a mutual non-aggression pa 
and support for establishing a nu- 
clear-free zone in Europe. But there 
is still wide discrepancy between 
them. Nevertheless, to avoid direct 
confrontation, both sides are un- 
willing to slam the door for further 
negotiations. They want to win 
over participating countries and 
develop a situation beneficial to 
themselves. Therefore, under the 
influence of many international 
and domestic factors, the two sides 
may show some flexibility in their 
tense relations for 2 short period. 
However, as each side is trying 
hard to overwhelm the other in 
their global competition, it would 
be difficult to produce any effect 
on disarmament talks. As the two 
superpowers’ ability to control the 
situation weakens and with the 
constant aggravation of the arms 
race, it is quite possible that the 
two superpowers will become in- 
volved in conflict should a sudden 
world crisis occur. Thus the in- 
situation has grown 
strained again. 


ternational 


In short, the basic policy of the 
Reagan administration remains un- 
changed and the international 
situation extremely complex. As 
reported by the US media, Rei 
gan’s advisers have confessed pri- 
vately that foreign policy is Rea- 
gan’s biggest covert weakness dur- 
ing his election campaign. It seems 
that the helmsman of the White 
House cannot but be cautious. 


(This article first appeared in 
“Shijie Zhishi” [World Af- 
fairs] No. 4, 1984.) 
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FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 


Peasants in a coastal village in Guangdong Province drying oysters. 


‘Gold Coast’ Has Economic Potential 


from BAN YUE TAN 
(Fortnightly Forum) 


HINA'S “Gold Coast,” includ- 

ing Fujian and Guangdong 
Provinces, like the Changjiang 
(Yangtze) Delta, Bohai Bay and 
the Songliao Plain, is one of the 
four large economic hubs in east 
China. By the standards of world 
economic development, it is re- 
garded as among the dozen or 
so significant economic areas in the 
world, which can compare favour- 
ably with Tokyo-Osaka in Japan, 
Calcutta-Bombay in India and 
Venice-Rome-Marseilles in Italy 
and France. 


China’s “Gold Coast” covers 
330,000 kilometres, an area almost 
as large as Japan, and has a 
population of 80 million. Situated 
in the subtropical zone, the region 
is bordered by mountains and 
seas. It is rich in rice, sugarcane, 
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tobacco, rubber, tea, pepper and 
lemongrass. 

The “Gold Coast” is one of Chi- 
na’s major fishing zones, alive 
with squid, cuttlefish, butterfish, 


Spanish mackerel and groupers. 
The prospects are bright for in- 
creasing the fish catch and devel- 
oping its aquiculture. 


Booming light industry is 
another feature of the area. Guang- 
dong is an important production 
base of light industrial goods, 
leading the country in its output 
value from sugar, canned food, 
pottery and handicrafts. 


The area is also one of the 
significant channels through which 
China carries out its external 
trade. Meizhou Bay, sandwiched 
between Putian and Huian in Fu- 
jian Province, is a potential si 
for a harbour capable of handling 
ships of 100,000 to 150,000 tons. 
It could be turned into a deep- 
water harbour of a quality which 
is rare both at home and abroad. 


The “Gold Coast” 
most 


is home to 
returned overseas Chinese, 
compatriots from Xianggang and 
Aomen and relatives of the over- 
seas Chinese. Overseas Chinese 
having their roots in this area 
number 10 million. Many of them 
are patriotic industrialists, scien- 
tists, engineers and artists. 


General Secretary and His Teacher 


from ZHONGGUO LAONIAN 
(China's Aged People) 


“Dear Master Keying, 1 still 
vividly remember you and some 
other teachers in my primary and 
junior middle schools,” wrote Hu 
Yaobang, General Secretary of 
the CPC Central Committee, in his 
letter to his former teacher Yu 
Keying on November 29, 1981 


“It is because these teachers are 
righteous, honest and dedicated. 


they have had a great influence 
upon me. 

“T expect to meet you in Bei- 
jing,” Hu added, “but the climate 
here is not agreeable to you, I'm 
afraid. Cold weather might not 
be good for aged people. How- 
ever, | hope you will make a trip 
next summer or fall.” 


On July 5, 1982, Yu Keying 
to a train from Nanjing up to 
Beijing. He arrived in the capital 


next day and at 3 p.m. on July 


Beijing Review, No. 9 


a a a ee a a ee Le a eS ee Fe ee 


7 the teacher and the student re- 
united after more than 50 years. 
They chatted for hours, recalling 
the old days. 


“T clearly remember your name,” 
Hu said, looking at his teacher 
from head to toe and gesturing. 
“I remember your look, but you 
have changed a lot.” 


“That's true. But what a good 
memory you have. It is already 
half a century since we parted. 1 
was only 20 years old and now 
1 am on the sunny side of 80," Yu 
replied. 

“Master Yu, among my former 
teachers in primary and junior 
middle schools, you were the only 
one | could tind, in spite of the 
long time 4 spent searching.” 

The teacher and the student 
talked about the past and the pre- 
sent, from their native town of 
Liuyang to the four moderniza- 
tions. The student asked how 
many square metres cf floor space 
the teacher has. how much money 
he earns each month, what his re- 
tired life is like. and so on. 

Yu Keying said, “I am in good 
health and fond of fishing and 
playing chess. Sometimes I do 
something for the public welfare.” 


While strolling around the 
Yingtai Island in Zhongnanhai — 
the residence of the Pariy leaders 
— they came to a stone bench 
where they had a picture taken, at 
Hu’s request. They had lunch, 
and then, Yu Keying gave Hu 
Yaobang two seals he made 
himself. The inscriptions on them 
read “Invigorating China” and 
“Building the Four Moderniza- 
tions.” Hu gave his teacher some 
dress materials to make suits with. 

Yu Keying stayed in Beijing for 
10 days. The student was reluc- 
tant to part with his teacher, say- 
ing, “May you have a long life. 
Please come agi The teacher 
answered, “Thank you. 1 would 
like to climb up the Great Wall 
again when I am 80.” 


February 27, 1984 


Public Comforts Neglected Parent 


from BEIJING RIBAO 
(Beijing Daily) 


AN you imagine what it would 

be like to grow old and so 
senile that it frightens away even 
your own children? 


Radio Beijing recently uncover- 
ed an instance of an old man being 
maltreated, which aroused wide- 
spread indignation and sent crowds 
of strangers to the old man’s help. 
This proved to be a blessing for old 
people and reassured thousands 
more of happier late years. 


Zhao Songling, 85, widowed 15 
years ago, has a son and_ three 
daughters. He was living in a tiny 
house without a fireplace. The 
eldest daughter was already retired 
and although she lived within call 
of the old man, she limited her 
care for her father to making him 
two meals a day. The son passed 
his father's house every day going 
to and from work at the railway, 
but he seldom if ever stopped for 
a tin scores of years. The sec- 
ond-eldest daughter, who works 
ata hospital in Beijing, had not 
turned up at her father’s house 
even once, according to the old 
man’s neighbours. The — third 
daughter works in Gansu Province; 
every two months, she sent her 
father 10 yuan. 


Living without heat or food, 
Zhao fell ill and was confined to 
bed for more than a month. Dur- 
ing that time, the neighbourhood 
committee got his children together 
to discuss how to take care of 
their father, but they refused to 
take on the responsibility. This in- 
furiated the neighbours, who wrote 
to Radio Beijing to denounce the 
children’s misconduct. 


Hardly had the story been on 
the air when people hurried to help 
Zhao. Within four days, 400 peo- 
ple had visited him. The first to 


come was a woman asking after 
his health. Cater a man came 
from the southern outskirts of the 
city on behalf of his colleagues 
and neighbours to bring the old 
man refreshments and canned 
food. Four Young Pioneers, ex- 
pressing the concern of all their 
classmates, followed suit by send- 
ing him oranges. A 62-year-old 
woman walked for an hour in the 
biting wind to chat with the old 
man. A retired worker, also rep- 
resenting the wishes of his wife 
and his granddaughter, came to 
invite Zhao to move to his home 


Two men from the municipal 
telephone bureau went tu repair 
Zhao's house after their night shift. 
Leaders and doctors from a hos- 
pital went to examine him. Mem- 
bers of a Communist Youth League 
branch in a factory sent a walking- 
stick, quilts, hot-water bottles, 
socks and cotton-padded shoes. 
The leaders of his children’s work 
units also visited him. Finally, the 
Secretary-General of the China 
Senility Problem Commission made 
a special trip to his house. 


The morning after the story got 
around, a deputy head of Xicheng 
District went to the scene to in- 
vestigate the situation and called a 
meeting afterwards to solve the 
problem. 


These numerous examples of 
generosity and concern deeply 
shamed the old man’s children, 
who agreed to put their father in 
the care of the son while the three 
daughters would share part of the 
expenses. 


When the old man entered his 
son’s home and lay down on the 
bed prepared by his son and his 
daughter-in-law, he couldn't help 
saying: “Nice, nice.” 


Zhao is reported well and re- 
covering his vigour, complexion 
and appetite. 
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


An older Party member threatens to smash his younger comrades’ liquor. 


Rural Life Drawn in Searching Film 


A Story That Should Not Have 
Happened, a feature film produc- 
ed by the Changchun Film Studio, 
has attracted wide notice since its 
release last October. Its subject — 
the improvement of Party working 
style—is highly topical, coming 
at a time when a nationwide Party 
consolidation is under way. The 
film examines the necessity for a 
Party rectification and whether 
the Party can correct its mistakes 
through its own efforts. 


The story takes place in 1980 in 


Ming Yue Gou (Bright Moon 
Vale), a village in northeast 
China. The commune members are 


enthusiastically organizing their 
productive units according to the 
new production responsibility sys- 
tem when they discover that no- 
body is willing to have the five 
Communist Party members in their 
groups. It is revealed that they do 
not think Party members are men 
of action. 


The incident deeply shakes the 
Party members, who recognize 
thal they have let the people down. 
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Starting with serious self-criticism. 
they begin to correct their mis- 
takes. They organize a production 
group, taking in all those rejected 
by the other groups — the old, the 
weak and the disabled. When a 
drought threatens the village, they 
block up a channel passing through 
their fields and divert the water 
into the fields worked by the other 
groups. During a fertilizer short- 
age. they share their own three 
tons with others 


The sincerity of the Party mem- 
bers moves their fellow villagers. 
The village has a good harvest 
that year and the Party organi: 
tion again becomes the commune’s 
core of advancement along the so- 
cialist roa 


A Story That Should Not Have 
Happened is based on a report pub- 
lished by a young writer, Qiao 
Mai, who heard about the story 
while living in a Liaoning village. 
He thought the incident illustrated 
the unusual relationship between 
the Party and masses —a problem 
existing today. His report, titled 


Story of Sanmenli Village, won a 
prize at the Second National 
Awards for Reportage. 

Besides being popular, the film 
9 a critical success. 


is Its style, 
characters and language are steep- 
ed with the flavour of the north- 
east. As the film starts, the com- 
mune membi are going by cart 
to shop in the county town: old 
peasants in stained sheep-skin 
coats, women in colourful padded 
coats with baskets on their arms, 
girls und young men, happy and 
gay. talking and t At the 
top of her voice, a middle-aged 
woman jokes with a rough tongue. 
The rattle of the the laugh- 
ter and vividly recreate the 
mstances of fife in a remote 


ing 


“ 


village. 


The outdoor scenes and part of 
the indoor scenes were shot in the 
rural northe The audience sees 
the panorama of the vast Northeast 
Plain, the peasanis’ earthen huts, 
their Kang (beds built with bricks 
and mud) and various customs. 


“The story is realistic and the 


living conditions are similar to 


ours,” said local peasants who 
seen the film 


had 


Women’s Team 
Hits Home Run 


China’s women’s softball team — 


the dark horse in the Second 
Xianggang (Hongkong)  Interna- 
tional Women’s Softball Invita- 
tional Tournament—created a 


furore by battling its way to the 
championship. Hence its place as 
one of the 10 newsmaking events 
of 1983 in Chinese sports. 

The competition at the tourna- 
ment included the reigning world 
champions from New Zealand, the 
bronze medalists from Australia, a 
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strong contingent from Canada, 
and veterans from that softball 
kingdom, Japan. The Chinese girls’ 
hard-won victory attests 10 the fact 
that following table-tennis and 
badminton, China has reached 
world levels with another “little 
ball.” 


Softballs did not begin to bounce 
on China’s playgrounds until the 
beginning of this century. The 
sport first reached coastal cities 
stich as Shanghai and Tianjin from 
America, and was enjoyed by only 
a few students at the time 


After the founding of New 
China in 1949, athletic activities 
made rapid progress and softball 
was high on the agenda for sports 
development. ical culture in- 
stitutes and departments all listed 
the sport in their syllabus, bringing 
forth coaches and playe 


In 1956, China held its first na- 
tional softball exhibition games, 
which boosted the sport in this 
country. But 10 years of domestic 
turbulence put the bails in. moth- 
balls. 


Then in 1979, with the establish. 
ment of a softball association, -oft- 
balls returned to the grips and 
grabs of the players after a lapse 
of 13 years. In 1982, the first na- 


tional championships were held, 
with more than 200 players from 
Il provinces and municipalities. 


At present, China boasts an 
entire team of excellent players, 
the most prominent being 26-year- 
old Li Nianmin. Standing 1.68 me- 
tres (5 foot 6), she is the national 
team’s ace pitcher. When she step- 
ped over the threshold of a spare- 
time sports school at 16, she had 
her heart set on volleyball, hoping 
to become either a spiker or a set- 
ter. But her stature stopped her 
short of her expectation. 


After unremitting efforts, how- 
ever, Li ended up at the pitcher's 
plate, having fostered a pitching 
style of her own —swing pitch, 
which is underhand, fast and vari- 
ed. 

While contending with New 
Zealand in Xianggang. Li put her 
Opponents out —one-two-three 
within seven minutes. The velocity 
of her pitched bail is 103 kilome- 
tres per hour (64 mph); that is, the 
ball covers the distance of 12.19 
metres (40 feet) from the pitcher's 
plate to the catcher in a fraction of 
@ second, 


Twenty-yearold Hua lie is a 
rookie. Sliny as she is, she has fear- 
some batting arms and can drive 


China's women's softball team in action during the national league gomes. 


ara to 
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the ball 66 metres, earning her the 
nickname “Power House” on the 
national team. Hua graduated 
from the Beijing Institute of Phy- 
sical Culture, where she had ma- 
jored in septathlon. A solid train- 
ing in track and field provided her 
with a good physique. Fleet-footed 
and nimble-wristed, Hua has 
quick reflexes and a full-swing 
batting style. 

To wind up the battery, Wang 
Laidi, 25, from Shanghai, is the 
A-1 catcher. She is the commander 
on the diamond and she vo-oper- 
ates with pitcher Li Nianmin hand 
in glove. She is alert and calm, 
agile and observant. It is nearly 
impossible to steal a base under 
her sharp eye. During important 
games, she is more often than not 
the first up to bat to ascertain the 
opponents’ strength, which ex- 
plains her nickname “the First 
Bat.” 

Also on the national roster are 
good back-up players like Yang 
Daijing and Ren Yanli, who help 
put up an excellent offense and de- 
fence. 


The most important factor in its 
victory in Xianggang is that 
China's softball team is under the 
coaching of one who really knows 
the ropes. A Taiwan islander born 
in Japan, Li Minkuan returned to 
China’s mainland at age 16. 
Although he studied to become a 
mining engineer, his childhood 
in the softball kingdom had steep- 
ed him in formal training the 
sport. His attainments in the field 
qualified him as an ideal candi- 
date and he was invited to coach 
the national team in the late 
1970s. 

When Li Minkuan first met with 
his trainees, he was disappointed 
by the crowd of 17- and 18-year- 
old weaklings in front of him. But 
the girls’ eagerness to excel 
strengthened his confidence and 
desire to train a top-flight team. 


Thanks to his correct coaching, 
the Chinese women’s softball team 
has developed its own unique 
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yle: strong offense. close defence, 
varied tactics, tacit understanding 
of each other and, last but not 
least. a tenacious style of playing. 


Li Minkuan believes that softball 
is not so much a game of emulat- 
ing strength as one of competing 
wisdom. Therefore, he does not rest 
content with the improved level of 
his team. Instead, he urges his 
players to reach relatively higher 
cultural standards. 


As a result, the girls are all in- 
terested in cultural courses. Eight 
of them have passed entrance 
exams and been enrolled in col- 
leges, night and correspondence 
sities. Others have handed in 
ssertations on pitching and bat- 
ling. This is really unprecedented 
among the sports teams in China 


Taigu Genic 
Maie-Sterile Wheat 


Wheat is one of the staple food 
crops of mankind. In order to 
raise its output and quality, breed 
ers are trying to find new ways 
of breeding such as pollen culture 
and utilization of heterosis. But 
so far, no new breakthrough has 
been made. Some breeders pro- 
pose to use the method of recur 
rent selection in wheat breeding. 
However, because there is no ideal 
genic male-sterile material, this 
hope has not been realized. it is 
fulfilled just after the discov 
and determination of the Taigu 
genic male-sterile wheat. 


In 1972, Gao Zhongli, a young 
woman agrotechnician in Taigu 
County, Shanxi Province, found a 
“non-pollen type” male-sterile plant 
in the field of cultivated wheat va- 
riety. Since then, some breeders 
have carried out a penetrating 
study of it. In 1979, Dr. Deng Jing- 
yang, a research fellow in the In- 
stitute of Crop Breeding and Cul- 
tivation of the Chinese Academy of 
Agricultural Sciences, based on iis 
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own studies and the data accumu- 
laied by the predecessors, made 
known for the first time the results 
of the research, designating the 
plant as a kind of wheat controlled 
by a dominant single male-sterile 
and giving it the name of 
Taigu genic male-sterile wheat 


After reviewing an extensive lit- 
erature on this topic, it was found 
to report that 88 spontaneous male- 
sterile mutants had been discov- 
ered among 48 vegetations, 81 of 
which were controlled by recessive 
genes (including eight of wheat) 
and only seven by dominant ones, 
namely: three occurrences in cot- 
ton, two in lactus, one in centran- 
thus and one in potato. The male- 
sterile wheat discovered in Taigu 
County is a spontaneous mutant of 
dominani genic ~—_—smale-sterility 
which is the first ever found in the 
world. 


There has long been a dispute 


Deng Jingyang (third from teft) and Gao 
Zhongli (first trom left) in the wheat field. 


over whether there is 
genotypic male-steril- 
ity in wheat or not, 
the discovery of Tai- 
gu dominant male- 
sterile gene gives a 
sound scientific evi- 
dence to its existence 
and solves this prob- 
lem in genetics. 


Wheat is a self-pol- 
linated plant. In the 
past the improvement 
of seed variety was 
carried out only with 
traditional 
method. 

covery of 


breeding 
The dis- 
the Tai- 
gu genic male-sterile 
wheat which is trans- 
self- 
open- 
pollination, will lead 


formed from 


pollination to 


to an important in- 
novation for wheat 
breeding method. It 
is used as a tool for 
cross-brecding _need- 
fess of emasculation; 
its characteristic of 
open-pollination will open up to 
recurrent selection to obtain popu- 
lation improvement, — stabilizing 
high yielding varieti composite 
varieties and combined varieties 
possessing wide adaptability and 
disease resistances. Meanwhile it 
can be used as a tool for distant 
hybridization in order to transfer 
the desirable genes from different 
genera to common wheat. Thus 
wheat varieties improvement can 
be accelerated. On this basis a spe- 
cies or a generic gene-pool will be 
established too. 


In September 1980, a research 
group for Taigu genic male-sterile 
wheat was set up. Since then four 
nationwide symposiums on this re- 
search have been held, an execu- 
tive group of experts is organized 
to give guidance to the work. At 
present, good results have been 
gained in this research all over 
the country. 
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ARS CREO AT SNES 


Li Wenhan’s Traditional 
Chinese Paintings 


Born in 1937 in Tianchang County, 
Anhui Province, Li is now working at the 
Beijing Art Studio. Combining classical and 
modern elements, his work has evolved a 
style of its own. 


A Secluded Valley. 


ART PAGE 


Mist over Huangshan 
Mountain. 


A Harbour on the 
Fuchun River. 


The Tiantai Mountains. 
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